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Notes Home/ 

On Compass 

 
 
 
09/12—Order form for Celebration of the  Arts DVD—
order via Compass 
 

Wed 11th Dec Parent Helper’s Morning Tea 

Thu 12th Dec Yr 6 Graduation  

Mon 16th Dec 
Kitchen Garden Market Stall 

8-9am 

Mon 16th Dec Yr 5/6 Rain Room 

Mon 16th Dec Yr 3/4 Lab Incursion 

Mon 16th Dec Foundation Stem Incursion 

Wed 18th Dec Yr 5/6 Big Day Out 

Fri 20th Dec Last Day Term 4—1:30pm finish 

28 & 29 Jan 2020 Student Free Days 

Thu 30th Jan 2020 First Day Term 1, 2020 

Wed 5th Feb 2020 
Foundation - First Day  

9:30-12:30pm 

Important Dates 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank-you so much for your help at SKiPPS 

this year!  To Reading Helpers, Excursion  

Volunteers, Library helpers, Gala Day helpers, 

SKiPPA helpers, Camp Volunteers, Working 

Bee participants, Celebration of the Arts  

helpers, etc., etc., etc.!!! 

Its been a fantastic year and we couldn't have 

done it without you!  

The St Kilda Park Primary School Staff 

would like to invite you to a: 

 

Helpers Morning Tea  

Wednesday 11th December at 

10.30am in the Performing Arts 

room. 
 

Please RSVP to the office  

St.kilda.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

http://www.skipps.vic.edu.au
mailto:st.kilda.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:grigg.anne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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School Council President’s report 
AS the year draws to an end council has been very busy. We will finish up with a short 
meeting and thank you dinner this week.  For me the end of this year not only brings 
reflection on the many achievements and learnings but on a personal note is especially 
poignant for me as my son Maceo ends his time 
at SKiPPS.  
 
Apart from little things like learning to read, 
becoming numerate and literate, connecting to the 
world in all its glory, being able to discuss 
philosophy and speak a bit of Italian…he has 
thrived being part of a caring and inclusive 
community.  Part of my decision to help over the 
years has not only been based on the contribution 
I could make to our community but what the 
opportunity of helping did to enhance our sense of 
belonging. As a councillor promoting the sense of 
belonging that our school gives to most of us, is dear to my heart, and I whilst I am happy 
to see Maceo grow I am sad to leave this chapter behind.  
 
The discussion council regularly has on how to ensure the many and diverse voices of 
our community and our children are heard by council and ideas shared, is something I 
know will continue to be improved upon.  This current council has 2 more meetings before 
the AGM in 2020 where a few of us will leave and a few remain, and a new council will be 
established. I know the work we have progressed from previous councils will continue 
and thrive in steady hands. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of us all to say thanks to the many people 
who have contributed to the school and therefore ultimately to making the SKIPPS 
learning environment a positive and effective one.  
 
To all the councillors Mal, Kirstin, Kathryn, Tilly, Mel, Michelle, Tom, Katherine, Simon, 
Chantel, Julia, Robbie and Neil who work quietly behind the scenes each month thank 
you.  
 
To all the people who participated with councillors in the council subcommittees delivering 
significant work each month in Policy, Finance, Buildings and Grounds and Fundraising. 
Ari, Greg, Amanda, Heidi, Marco, Damon, Stella, Nina, Paul, Jac, Mette, Donna, Paula, 
Steven, Alex. Thank you.  
 
To the parents on SKiPPA who work with Neil on helping keep the community alive 
through a number of events. Jo, Liz, Samantha, Pauline, Elise, Cath. Thank you.  
To all the other helpers I know I missed who are assisting staff in the classrooms and in a 
variety of ways. And to the families leaving this year who have made significant 
contributions to the school in terms of effort and participation. Thank You. 
 
Finally, to Neil and the staff, both teaching and office. Your enthusiasm, your dedication, 
your supportive nature and exceptional expertise and professionalism make this school 
one in a million and we are lucky to have you. Go safely into the holiday season, enjoy 
whatever Festivities you celebrate. Looking forward to the New Year and all it has to 
offer. 

Catherine Sharples, President SKiPPS council 



Principal’s Report 

End of year 

As this is the final school newsletter of 2019 and the end of the school year gallops 
messily into view and we try to tie up loose ends and complete school camps, 
graduations, sailing, incursions, transition programs, moving of furniture and resources, 
class groupings, teaching allocations and final appointments, it seems like a good time to 
reflect on what we have achieved this year.  
 
I am also very proud of everyone at SKiPPS for maintaining excellent outcomes on every 
level for this year - providing a great all-round education to each and every student and 
continuing to create a happy, caring, creative and positive learning environment. Our 
Leadership Team (Michelle Bove, Mel Borella, Matt Cook, Chantel Jose and myself) 
have done a great job in staying focussed on the actions and targets outlined in our 
Strategic plan.  
 
The Strategic plan is built around growth in all its forms. The focus on growth mindset 
and challenge has already led to changes in the way that our students and staff members 
think about teaching and learning. We are hearing the language of challenge and 
struggle more in the classrooms 
as a positive and we are trying to 
change some deep seated beliefs 
that view getting things wrong as 
a bad thing and instead seeking 
out the difficult with an 
acknowledgment that this is 
where real learning happens. I 
am genuinely excited for where 
this takes us as a school next 
year and our continued work with 
George Telford and Challenging 
Learning.  
 
Our teachers and educational 
support staff are a genuine team 
with a clear focus on what is most 
important – our students. We have a staff who are committed to collaborating and 
creating a happy and supportive environment both for their students and fellow 
professionals.  
 
School Council and its Subcommittees have worked hard to oversee and support the 
effective running of the school. Thanks to Catherine Sharples for her work leading 
Council this year. Their hard work and commitment to making our school even better and 
supporting what we do has been much appreciated.  
 
Our School Councillors have supported the work of Council and the sub-committees. 
All subcommittees have operated in such a way that has resulted in council’s work being 
easier and our processes completed on time.  
 
Michelle Bove has valued the rigorous discussions that have taken place at staff 
meetings and Education and Policy Sub-committee meetings. Thanks to Chantel Jose, 
Kirstin Donaldson, Mel Borella, Julia Bunjevac, Donna McCormack and Matilda 
Hobba for your expertise and support.   



Principal’s Report—continued 
 

 
Thank you to Paul Yates, Damon van Horne, Nemanja Milovanovic, Greg Manonian, 
Catherine Sharples, Marko Vukobrat, Robbie Cappuccio, Janis Coffey, Tom 
McKenzie, Andres Lopez Vidal and Bas Henry for your involvement on our 
Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee.  

 
A major highlight of the 
year was the completion of 
our amazing new outdoor 
play area and sandpit 
which has been very well 
received by the whole 
community. This work, 
alongside the other 
significant improvements to 
our Buildings and rounds 
has been a major success 
of 2019. With money in the 
budget for further 
improvements and works in 
2020, we are already 
looking ahead to another 
large year.   
 

The work of Finance Sub-Committee - Nova Whitehead. Kathryn Bowen, Stephen 
Athanasakos & Malcolm Sheil has provided close oversight and management of 
our school’s financial processes and ensured we finished the year in a very strong 
financial position once again.   
  
Our Fundraising sub-committee, Heidi Dyt, Chantel Jose, SKiPPA, Van Le, Chrissy 
Manonian, Catherine Brulez-Marion have 
masterminded another highly successful year of 
fundraising. It is worth making a separate 
acknowledgment for the work that has gone into 
identifying and appointing a new Before and After 
school care provider for the start of next year. The 
working party made up of myself, Julia Bunjevac and 
Alex McCall managed a very thorough process 
that has resulted in a new provider that we are all very 
excited to see in action from late-January. 
 
SKiPPA, our Parent’s Association, have done another 
sterling job of keeping our community connected. Jo 
Gibbs, Sam Hutchison, Priscilla Mulhern, Elise 
Brettagh Lee-Ann Marotta & Mirjana Jurosevic-
Vukobrat, alongside a range of enthusiastic 
supporters have worked so well as a team to pull off 
the community-based activities, events and 
fundraising that provide such a welcoming parent 
community. 



Principal’s Report—continued 

With so many projects and programs on the go, we have relied heavily on our parent 
community to help in so many ways: parent helpers in the learning areas, on excursions, 
camps, graduation, through fundraising, working parties and working bees. This has seen 
our children having more individualised attention the classroom, a wonderful kitchen 
garden program, school representation Regional and State and National level in sport 
such as athletics, swimming, basketball and snow skiing just to name a few. 
  
Of course we wouldn't be the fantastic school we are 
without the amazing children who attend. Our Year Six 
Leadership Teams have bought so many things to our 
school and I am really proud of the way this program 
teaches and encourages students to better understand 
what leadership actually means, what behaviours and 
knowledge are required and ways they can make a 
positive impact on their communities as leaders. Back in 
term one all of the students attended the GRIP 
Leadership Conference at the Melbourne Exhibition and 
Convention Centre and then spent a number of weeks in 
class learning about specific leadership skills and how to 
approach a great idea to turn it into a finished product.  
 
Each week they are given time and support to manage 
projects that help our school or wider community. They 
are supported by staff to generate ideas, put together 
action plans, approach the key stakeholders, organise 
communications, gather the necessary resources and 
then manage the final delivery.  
  
I hope our families have an enjoyable Christmas and safe holiday and return next year 
ready to take on the work ahead with renewed energy. I wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year. 
 
Rose Kelly 
Like many of you, I was saddened to hear the news last Thursday morning of the death 
of Rose Kelly in a road accident.  
 
Rose was the Director of the Windsor Community Children’s Centre and was well known 
to many of our SKiPPS families and students who have attended the centre. 
 
Knowing that Rose was the sole breadwinner for her husband and young son, people 
have been very keen to help Rose's family in any way they can. The Board of the WCCC 
have set up a GoFundMe page to ease some of the immediate financial pressure and 
donations are very welcome. http://gf.me/u/w4rs9n  
 
Pride March 
We are excited to announce  that the school will once again be participating in the 2020 
St  Kilda Pride March on Sunday 2nd February as a way to show our respect for and 
support to our wonderful and diverse school community.  
 
If you are interested in joining in with our SKiPPS group, please see the flyer later in the 
newsletter. 

http://gf.me/u/w4rs9n


Principal’s Report—continued 

Staffing Update 

One of the great things about our school is the low turnover of our staffing which leads to 
a great foundation of stability and strong relationships as students become familiar with 
teachers who then stay involved and provide support and encouragement as they spend 
their seven years at the school. I firmly believe this basis of strong, positive relationships 
lies at the core of what make SKiPPS such a great school. 
This means that, once again, we have very few changes to report on the staffing front for 
2020. This means that the great work that is underway with our language of learning and 
writing conferencing and communication of student learning growth can be picked up 
again with next year with very little time lost whilst new staff members become 
accustomed to things. Our positive culture and climate can continue. 
 
We are temporarily saying goodbye to Hayley Dicker, who is taking 12 months leave to 
explore teaching opportunities in remote communities in the Northern Territory. Hayley 
has been a teacher at SKiPPS in Year 3/4 and 5/6 for five years and I have no doubt that 
this experience will provide many personal and professional challenges and rewards for 
her. 
Natalie Gallucci, our Italian Teacher will be stepping into Hayley ’s shoes as a class 
teacher in 2020 and so we are currently advertising for an Italian Teacher for the school 
for 2020.  
We also welcome back Kerry Bates to the school in a part-time capacity. Kerry will be 
working in the 5/6 and 3/4 teams as a classroom teacher and we are excited to welcome 
back her expertise and commitment to student wellbeing.  
 
As things stand we will also be saying goodbye to Cath Sullivan, Allison Shanahan and 
Rachael Bentley who have been working in the school part-time in 2019. We expect 
to continue to see them next year in casual teaching roles at the school.  
We are expecting roughly 370 students at the start of 2020, almost exactly the same as 
our current 369. 
 

End of year Student Reports 
For the last few weeks, our teachers have been very busy 
writing your child’s end of year student report—an update 
on their academic, personal and social achievements and  
a record of the growth they have made since their last 
reports in July. 
 
As with semester one, we are using Compass School 
Manager to distribute student reports. Paper versions of 
these reports will not be sent home with students and 
instead parents are asked to login to Compass to view 
and download them.  
 
On Wednesday afternoon,  parents will receive an email 
notification that semester reports are now available to 
view on Compass. Please access https://skipps-
vic.compass.education/ and use your personalised login 
details to access reports.  
 
Further details will be sent home with your child on 
Wednesday. 

https://skipps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Calendar/
https://skipps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Calendar/


Principal’s Report—continued 

Transition and class lists 
On Thursday of next week students will go to their new Learning Area for 2019 and meet 
their teacher(s) for next year. They will also be given a contact class list with their 
teacher’s name and photo. A great deal of time and consideration has gone in the 
selection of classes next year.  

 
End of year 
arrangements 
As next Friday is the final 
day of the school year, 
the school day will be 
finishing at 1:30pm. 
Parents will need to 
arrange for pick-ups or 
alternative arrangements 
from this point. 
 
On the day we will have 
two assemblies—one at 
9am to share some 
performances and to 
present leavings awards 
to Year 6 students. We 
will then have another 

short assembly at 1:15pm to officially farewell our leaving students. 
 
Year 6 Graduation 
On Thursday of this week we will farewell our Year Six students in style at the St Kilda 
Town Hall.  
 
This group of Year Sixes have been a pleasure to have at SKiPPS for the last seven 
years and it has been an honour to see them grow into the inquisitive, kind, articulate 
learners and leaders that they are today. They represent our school values in the best 
ways and we are proud and excited to see their future progress as they move onto the 
next chapter in their lives. 
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 
Last Friday morning at 
assembly we welcomed a 
special visitor—Minister Martin 
Foley MP. As has become 
tradition, Martin handed out the 
certificates to the 78 students 
who completed this year’s 
Premier’s Reading Challenge.  
Congratulations to all of our 
students who completed the 
challenge this year. 
 
Neil Scott, Principal 
 



Assistant Principal’s Report 

 
 
 
 
Beat the Bell   
 
I am very pleased to announce the number of students late to school has 
significantly reduced this term with at least one grade each week achieving a score 
of zero or 1 or 2 students late for school.  The overall winners have been 1 /2 S 
and 1 /2 J S closely followed by 3 /4 S and 3/4 L. 
Remember-Learning starts at 9.00am! 
 
Education and Policy  
The Education and Policy School Council Sub Committee have been busy this 
term and have reviewed and completed the following policies:  

Code of Conduct (required for SC approval) 
Child Safety Policy 
Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy 
Mobile Phone Student Use in schools – required for 2020  
 

The Minister for Education released a new Students Using Mobile Phones 
Policy for all Victorian government schools on  7 October 2019. All schools 
are required to have a local school policy on mobile phones that reflects this 

requirement and which provides details for the implementation of the policy at their 
school. 
 
This policy requires that from Term 1 2020, students who choose to bring mobile 
phones to school must have them switched off and securely stored during school 
hours, including recess and lunchtime. Schools may decide to expand the scope of 
their local policy to include other personal mobile devices, such as smart watches.  

Information on exceptions, enforcement and secure storage of mobile phones is 
outlined in the Minister's Students using Mobile Phones Policy. SKiPPS have 
included smartwatches in the policy. The policy is located on the schools website -
http://www.skipps.vic.edu.au/assets/uploads/2019/12/2019_DET-Mobile-Phone-
Students-Usage-Policy.docx 

 

Thank You  
I reflect on my learning journey this year, I am astounded at how quickly the year 
has gone and I am reminded of my many wonderful firsts, particularly Jazz in the 
Park and COTA. It has been very rewarding getting to know the students and I 
thank all the wonderful students, their families and the staff for making my first year 
at SKiPPS a truly fabulous one. I look forward to continuing to support your 
children in 2020 and wish you all a very safe and restful summer holidays.  

 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/mobilephones.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/mobilephones.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/mobilephones.aspx


 
Kitchen Garden Market Stall 

 
The year 3 / 4 students have worked tire-
lessly all year making: 

Jams 
Relishes 
Pickles 
Marmalades 
Lavosh 
Seed packets 

And so much more to finally sell at our 
Kitchen Garden Market Stall.  
 
We will be selling our beautifully made 
products on Monday 16

th
 December 

2019 from 8.00 am to 9.30 am. 
 
We will also be harvesting the last of our produce from our gar-
den to also sell on the day. 

 
All proceeds will go to the Kitchen Garden 
Program. 
 
Happy Gardening and Cooking. 
 
Cheers, 
Betty 




















