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Notes Home/ 

On Compass 

 
13/11 Yr 6—Transitioning to Secondary in 
 2020 
 
19/11  Yr 6—Channel 9 Smashdown Visit 
 permission form 
 
22/11 Yr 1/2—Minibeasts—shoebox 
 request  
 

Thu 28 Nov 
Year 6-Transitioning to Secondary in 
2020 Information Evening 7- 8:15pm 

Thu 28 Nov Year 5 Sailing 

Fri 29 Nov 
Bay Street festival— 

school orchestra 

 Wed 4th Dec  
Growth Mindset Open Day 
9-9:30am & 3:00-4:00pm 

6th & 7th Dec Dad’s Camp 

Mon 9th Dec 
Foundation Royal Botanic  

Gardens Excursion 

Tue 10th Dec 
Yr 3/4A, L & S Melbourne  

Museum and IMAX 

Wed 11th Dec 
Yr 3/4B & T Melbourne  

Museum and IMAX 

Wed 11th Dec Parent Helper’s Morning Tea 

Thu 12th Dec Yr 6 Graduation 

Wed 18th Dec Yr 5/6 Big Day Out 

Fri 20th Dec Last Day Term 4—1:30pm finish 

28 & 29 Jan 2020 Student Free Days 

Thu 30th Jan 2020 First Day Term 1, 2020 

Wed 5th Feb 2020 
Foundation - First Day  

9:30-12:30pm 

Important Dates 

Eloise 
Yen 

Darcy 

Willow 

Catie 

 

 

Arianto 

Minh Ha 

Julian 

Henry 

Thy 

Willow 

Leysha 

Daisy 

Lachie 

Dylan 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank-you so much for your help at SKiPPS 

this year!  To Reading Helpers, Excursion  

Volunteers, Library helpers, Gala Day helpers, 

SKiPPA helpers, Camp Volunteers, Working 

Bee participants, Celebration of the Arts  

helpers, etc., etc., etc.!!! 

Its been a fantastic year and we couldn't have 

done it without you!  

The St Kilda Park Primary School Staff 

would like to invite you to a: 

 

Helpers Morning Tea  

Wednesday 11th December at 

10.30am in the Performing Arts 

room. 
 

Please RSVP to the office  

St.kilda.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

http://www.skipps.vic.edu.au
mailto:st.kilda.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:grigg.anne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au


School Council News 
 

It has been a packed month for the Council, with the passing of the indicative school 
budget for 2020 being the main focus of the November meeting.  Importantly, the Council 
agreed on a mechanism to ensure that the Council discussions that were had around 
budget issues from this year, would feed into the mid-term review of the budget in 2020.  
In practice this means creating a list of future budget suggestions and comments, using 
data and feedback regarding budget inclusions so that this can be revisited in July each 
year, prior to the next year’s budget development process. 
 
There was discussion around the new mobile phone policy that has been mandated by 
the Department of Education to commence in 2020. One large change with this policy is 
that smart watches are also included, so - along with phones and tablets – these must be 
put away when students get to school and not taken out until school has well finished. 
More information on the practical implications of this will be shared by the school. 
 
The Council was provided with an update on 
the maintenance of the girls’ toilets and the 
removal of the partitions which like most old 
toilet blocks would pose an asbestos risk if 
broken.  Although a low risk, the partitions 
were replaced over the weekend by the DET 
and this is now resolved. 
 
A large discussion in the meeting centred on 
the results from the students Attitude to 
School Survey. This is a data gathering 
process facilitated through the Education 
Department that surveys all children in Years 4, 5 & 6. And the Parent Opinion survey 
which surveys a random sample of SkiPPS Families – at our school roughly 100 families. 
 
Analysis of the results of the surveys showed that the Parent opinion survey remains 
positive but that the students attitude survey is showing 3 year negative trending. The 
teaching staff are intending to conduct a number of focus groups with students to better 
understand some of the survey findings. Additionally council are hoping to provide 
opportunities for families to also take part in parent focus groups to explore some of what 
the children are saying. As this data is further reviewed the Council and teaching staff will 
learn more about the challenges and strengths of the learning environment at SKiPPS 
and ensure the Annual Implementation Plan reflects actions toward improvement. 
 
In order to prepare the Annual Implementation Plan for 2020, the leadership team of the 
school will reflect with staff on goals and present a draft AIP at the December Council 
meeting. It will then be submitted to the Education Department and returned to council for 
sign off at our final meeting in February.  At this point, December is the last council 
meeting for the year after which the councillors will share dinner and reflect on what 
learnings and improvements, we can bring to 2020.  
 
Have a lovely end to the year. 
 
Kathryn Bowen school council member 

 
 



School Council President’s report 
In addition to Kathryn’s update there are a few other extra council activities to add 
for this month. Firstly, I would like to thank all members of the school council who 
have gone above and beyond over the last 2 months putting in two very long nights 
at the October and November meetings and then doing considerable work outside 
of meetings as well. This effort ensured decisions were able to be made in a timely 
way to support the school.  

 
In the past month a 
letter has been sent 
on behalf of council 
to the State 
Government, the 
City of Port Phillip 
and appropriate 
regulatory 
authorities to 
highlight issues with 
road safety at the 

Canterbury Rd crossing. Cars regularly speed along this road and often fail to stop 
at lights. We have asked that a 40km zone be considered even though the road 
does not technically border the school. Additionally, that barriers be considered to 
slow children down as they scoot, ride, run toward the crossing. We will keep you 
updated on the progress. 
 
The second letter was a letter to local MP Martin Foley to ensure that the plans for 
redevelopment of school road and the carpark were funded and underway. For 
those unaware the school carpark and behaviour of drivers poses a very real and 
daily threat to safety of children being dropped and picked up at school.  
 
This is not only because some drivers disregard road rules but the narrow roadway 
exacerbates the issue causing blocks to vehicle flow.  Minister Foley has met with 
Environment Minister and Education Minister last week and has been assured the 
school will have an agreement in place by years end. This issue been a long 
standing and there are many stakeholders involved so much lobbying has gone on 
over the years.  
 
Prior councils and especially Mette Aiken-Peterson should be thanked for the 
considerable time and effort they have spent looking into the issue, reviewing data 
and meeting stakeholders. Let’s hope this time we get a result that means risk is 
reduced. 
 
The working bee held on Saturday was a great success and again a testament to 
the community who continue to put in great effort to improve the school 
environment. Particular thanks to the Buildings and Grounds subcommittee for their 
effort in planning and implementation. Also, to the teaching staff who came along 
and helped. We are considerably lucky to have a dedicated team at SKiPPS who 
not only teach but support and encourage our children in many ways. 



School Council President’s report 

—continued 
 

Finally, the contract with the new Out of School Hours provider Their Care has 
been signed. A couple of parents have asked what the process was that led to the 
new contract. As mentioned in the last newsletter, 2019 saw the term of the 
contract of the previous provider - OSH Club - due to finish. Council commenced a 
process early in the year to explore options for the continued provision of before 
and after school care. This involved establishing a working group, developing a 
criterion for an EOI process and a matrix for fair and transparent review of each 
application. The decision on who to choose was a considerably difficult one and as 
with a number of decisions was decided through a voting majority and then 
unanimously supported.  
  

Further to that Council 
determined the fee 
structure was to remain 
the same but be fixed for 
3 years. This contract 
provides considerable 
funds to the school which 
are channelled back to 
the programs we run for 
the children. We believe 
that the service we 
receive from the new 
provider will be 
substantially different and 
be value for money. The 
council voted to delegate 
management of the 

provider to Neil and he is working with them to transition. Their Care will also be 
required to provide regular reports on performance to Council and this information 
will be passed on the community. 
 
As ever we appreciate your feedback please don’t hesitate to contact me on 
0421221242 or cmsharp68@gmail.com 
Catherine Sharples 



Principal’s Report 
 

School 
Fees 
At School 
Council 
last week 
we 
confirmed 
the 
Essential 
Student 
Learning 
Items Fee 
for families 
for 2020. 
This fee is 
to provide 
class 
requisites 
(stationery, 
texts 
books, 
equipment etc) for your child to use daily in the classroom alongside all excursions, 
incursions and materials to participate in other programs (such as our Kitchen 
Garden program) It is compulsory that all families make this payment.  
 
Our proposed Essential Student Learning Items Fees in 2020 will be: 
Foundation          $445 
Year 1/2               $435 
Year 3/4               $575 
Year 5/6               $540 
 
These totals represent a reduction in fees from 2019 and reflect a willingness to 
find savings for our SKiPPS families. Further details and family statements will be 
sent home to families in February. 
 
Dads’ Camp 
We wish the organisers and attendees of the upcoming Dads’ Camp all the best as 
they head off again next weekend. Once again, the camp has proved incredibly 
popular with families and has again been over-subscribed this year. 
 
We would like to remind all families that Dads’ Camp  is a private event and not a 
school event or activity.  The School and School staff have no involvement in, 
management of, or control over the Camp. School staff will not be in attendance at 
the Camp. 
 
 

  



Principal’s Report—continued 
 

Language of Learning Home Learning Task 
 I have been so impressed by the glimpses we have been able to have into the 
ongoing and in-depth whole-school Home Learning Task that is currently drawing 
to a close. 
  
Since the middle of last term, we have asked a lot of our students in exploring the 
idea of ‘Comfort Zone’ and challenge. The level of thinking, research and hard 
work involved hasn’t been easy and, as always, our students and families have 
risen to the occasion. 
  
The home learning task will culminate in our whole school assembly and open 
afternoon on Wednesday 4th December. Further details have gone home 
today to let you know what we have planned and we would love to see as many 
parents at school as possible on the day to celebrate such a massive whole-school 
project coming together. 
  

 
After school supervision 
Following a couple of incidents in recent weeks, it is a good time to remind families 
of the arrangements that we have in place relating to supervision of students at the 
start and end of the day. 
  
Currently school staff are on 
duty in the yard for fifteen 
minutes before and after school 
and provide supervision from 
8:45am to 9am and then from 
3:30pm until 3:45pm. If any 
children are at school 
unsupervised outside of these 
times, they will need to be 
booked into Before and After 
School care.  
  
Currently many families remain 
in the school grounds (or in the 
playground or oval) after this point. Whilst we welcome this, it is important that 
parents keep a close eye on their children as, after 3:45pm they are no longer 
being supervised by the school staff. 
 
Italian Day 
Later in the newsletter you will read about our amazing ‘Italian day’ last week. This 
wonderful day was made possible by an incredible amount of hard work from 
Natalie Gallucci, our Italian specialist teacher and Betty Vassiliou, our 
Kitchen Garden specialist. Alongside a small army of parent volunteers, they kept 
the day ticking along and made sure all of our students had a fun and educational 
time.  



Principal’s Report—continued 

 
Premier’s Reading Challenge—certificates 
Once again this year we have had an incredible response form our students taking 
part in the Premier’s Reading Challenge with well over a hundred completing this 
annual event. 
 
We will be joined by our State Member of Parliament Martin Foley MP at our 
school assembly on December 6th to hand out these certificates and again 
celebrate SKiPPS active involvement in the Challenge. Make sure you are here on 
time to see this presentation. 
 
Australian Mathematics Competition—certificates 
In addition to our Premier’s Reading Challenge participation, earlier in the year our 
school also provided students with the opportunity to enter the Australian 
Mathematics Competition. 
 
We have handed out the certificates for this at assembly today for all of the 44 
SKiPPS students who entered the competition and particularly recognising those 
students who achieved out standing results. Ten of our students earned a 
Distinction Certificate for achieving results in the top 20% of students across 
Victoria. These students are; 
Arindam G (3/4B), Jess G (3/4S), Dylan Y (3/4T), Mary F (3/4L), Rhys K (3/4B), 
Yaiza D (3/4 S), Sebastian T (3/4B), Hayley C (5/6J), Nicholas T (5/6AJ) and 
Levijn V (5/6H).  
 
One of our students George R (3/4L) earned a high distinction and achieved a 
result in the top 5% of students across the state.  
 
Congratulations to all of the students who took part. 
 
2020 Transition sessions 
On Tuesday of this week it was great to welcome our new 2020 Foundation 
students into school and we were so impressed by their beautiful manners and 
excitement for starting school. 
 
Over the next two weeks, we will be running a number of sessions for our students 
currently in years Foundation—5 to work in groupings for next year. We have 
created initial class lists for 2020 based on creating a good balance of 
personalities, abilities and gender. Each child has listed four peers they would like 
in their class for next year and we aim to ensure they get at least one friend from 
this list.  
 
These groupings will keep changing as we see them in action and tweak them to 
find the perfect balance Final class groupings will be announced on Thursday 19th 
December with class lists being sent home on this day.  
 

Neil Scott, Principal 



Italian Day    
 
 
We would like to thank everyone for all their support, which helped make our 
Italian Day such a success.  
The students all worked together to prepare the ingredients and cook the pizzas 
last Friday. 
 
We also wanted to thank “That’s Amore 
Cheese “for their amazing donation of 
Bocconcini cheese and Pizza Pony for 
bringing their pizza truck to make most 
of the pizzas.  
 
Buon Appetito 
Natalie and Betty 
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This week the year 6 students will jump back into the garden 
and the Kitchen for their final kitchen garden experience.  
They will take part in harvesting produce from the garden 
and cooking a Mexican Fiesta.  They will then share a lunch 
alfresco style in the rear courtyard area behind the art room. 
 
In week 9 and 10 the Year 3 / 4 students will enjoy their final 
kitchen garden sessions for 2019. They will be busy 
preparing the garden for the summer holidays. 
Some of the activities the students will be involved in will be 

Fertilising 
Mulching 
Planting 
Creating identification labels for the plants 
Watering 
Harvesting 

 
In the kitchen, the students will create a fantastic Mexican 
feast. We will also have a graduation ceremony for the year 4 
students. 
 
 
 
Betty 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
















