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Notes Home/ 

On Compass 

 

 
4/11— School Mobile Dental Service 
 (Foundation—Grade 2 only) 

 
12/11—Growth Mindset Open Day 

Mon 18th Nov 
Their Care Information  

Evening—6pm 

Thu 21st Nov 
2020 Foundation  

Information Evening—6pm 

21 & 28 Nov Year 5 Sailing 

Sat 23rd Nov Working Bee  8am—1pm 

Friday 22nd Nov Italian Day   

25 - 27th Nov Year 3/4 Camp   

 Wed 4th Dec  
Growth Mindset Open Day 

9-9:30am & 3:00-4:00pm 

6th & 7th Dec Dad’s Camp 

Thu 12th Dec Yr 6 Graduation 

Fri 20th Dec Last Day Term 4—1:30pm finish 

28 & 29 Jan 2020 Student Free Days 

Thu 30th Jan 2020 First Day Term 1, 2020 

Wed 5th Feb 2020 
Foundation - First Day  

9:30-12:30pm 

Important Dates 
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Principal’s Report 

Celebration of the Arts 
It shows how fast this term is moving that Celebration of the Arts (COTA) has 
already disappeared over the horizon as we hurtle towards the end of the school 
year. However, as this is the first school newsletter since the night, I need to 
acknowledge how amazing it was. 
 
I often talk about COTA as the high point of the school year and, once again, we 
perfectly saw why. On a logistical level, ensuring that each child in the school gets 
on stage to perform and also have two pieces of artwork on display is a highly 
impressive  achievement. 

 
The performances this year 
showcased a different side of 
our Performing Arts program. 
As well as the class songs and 
performances linked to our 
‘Dance Macabre’ theme, this 
year the upper-school students 
pushed themselves to also 
deliver a whole class 
choreographed dance 
performance. The high point 
for me however was the 
musical performances by our 
Year 3-6 students.  Co-
ordinating a musical 

performance with a small group of experienced musicians is a challenging enough 
prospect so I was sceptical when I heard that Stephen Stanisic, our Performing 
Arts teacher, was attempting to arrange sixty students to perform together each 
playing an instrument. The fact that they excelled in this incredibly challenging task 
is testament to their dedication, creativity and guidance from Stephen. 
 
On an artistic level, the art show 
this year was incredible. The range 
of spooky artworks tied to our 
theme of ‘Dance Macabre’, all 
exhibited in a highly effective way 
in the Performing Arts room 
created a wonderful effect. From 
the Foundation spider sculptures 
through the 1/2 ‘Trapdoor’ 
monsters and the 3/4 woven 
‘God’s Eyes’ to the Year 5/6 Mirka 
Mora inspired soft toys, the show 
was an amazing advert for our 
superb Visual arts program led by 
Chantel Jose.  



Principal’s Report—continued 
 

On top of the artistic 
element of the night, I 
need to thank all of 
the rest of the staff at 
the school for going 
above and beyond on 
this special night and 
channelling their 
inner Rocky Horror. I 
also need to thank 
SKIPPA and the 
small army of 
parent volunteers to 
ensure that no one 
went hungry and 
money was raised to 
cover the staging 
costs of the night.  
 
The SKiPPS orchestra kicked the night off in style and I would like to thank Michael 
Dolphin and his team for their ongoing work on this important part of our school.  I 
also want to acknowledge the commitment and support of all of our families in 

bringing their 
children on the night 
and working so hard 
to organise such 
brilliant costumes. 
 
Finally, I would like 
to thank Ulrike 
Perkins, one of 
our talented parents 
for her wonderful 
photography of the 
evening which you 
can see in this 
newsletter. We will 
be sharing some 
more of these 
photos on our 

SKiPPS facebook page in the near future. 
 
I can’t think of anything else that sums up the inclusive, creative and fun culture of 
our school better than Celebration of the Arts does each year nor anything that 
showcases the skill and hard work of our students and teachers. I am already 
looking forward to COTA 2020. 
 



Principal’s Report—continued 
Language of Learning Home Learning Task 
I have been so impressed by the glimpses we have been able to have into the 
ongoing and in-depth whole-school Home Learning Task that is currently drawing 
to a close. 
 
Since the middle of last term, we have asked a lot of our students in exploring the 
idea of ‘Comfort Zone’ and challenge. The level of thinking, research and hard 
work involved hasn’t been easy and, as always, our students and families have 
risen to the occasion. 
 
The home learning task will culminate in our whole school assembly and open 
afternoon on Wednesday 4th December. Further details have gone home 
today to let you know what we have planned and we would love to see as many 
parents at school as possible on the day to celebrate such a massive whole-school 
project coming together. 
 
Italian Day 
Before then we have our annual Italian Day taking place on Friday 22nd 
November. 
 
This year we 
are trying 
something 
new and are 
making some 
clear and 
exciting links 
between our 
Italian 
program and 
our Kitchen 
Garden 
program. 
During the 
week prior to 
Italian Day 
and on the 
day itself, 
students will 
engage with 
the vocabulary and ingredients involved in making pizza. Students will make their 
own passata, pick herbs, make dough and we will then be firing pizzas in the 
school’s own (and underused) pizza oven. 
 
The day will start with an Italian Day assembly featuring an Italian language song 
by our Foundation students and all students are encouraged to dress in the Italian 
colours of rosso (red), bianco (white) and verde (green). 



Principal’s Report—continued 

Working Bee 
With the completion of our new playground and sandpit, the school grounds are 
looking pretty great. However, there is still a long list of jobs and projects around 
the school buildings and grounds that need attention in order for our students to 
have the learning and play environments that they deserve. 
 
We are holding a Working Bee at school on Saturday 23rd November from 8am to 

address this list.  
 
We are asking all SKiPPS families to 
come along and there will be jobs to 
do regardless of your skill or physical 
fitness.  
 
Once we have made the school look 
great once again, we will finish up 
with a lunchtime sausage sizzle. 

 
 ‘Little Red Owl’ greeting card 
fundraiser 
We are excited to be working with 
Nat Marshall, one of our talented 
parents, to offer our SKiPPS 
families an opportunity to buy her 
products AND support the school. 
 
Nat is the illustrator and designer 
behind the popular ‘Little Red Owl’ 
greetings cards and she has offered our families the chance to buy packs of her 
cards at half the RRP with $1 from each card going to the school’s fundraising. To 
find out more and to place an order, please go to  
https://www.trybooking.com/554889  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/554889


Principal’s Report—continued 
 

Parent Requests 
As we plan ahead for 2020, class 
teachers are also starting the 
process of creating class 
groupings for next year. In doing 
this, our staff work very hard to 
create a perfect balance of 
gender, personalities and 
strengths within each class to 
allow for the best possible 
learning to take place.  
 
Later in the term students will be 
asked to select friends who they 
would like to be in a class with next year and our teachers always do their best to 
ensure at least one of these choices are placed with them.  
 
Occasionally parents have requests for class placements for the following year. 
Whilst we are unable to accept requests for a particular teacher, we are happy to 
try and accommodate reasonable requests. If you have a request, please email me 
at scott.neil.n@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 
Their Care information night 
As mentioned by Catherine, our School Council President in the last newsletter, 
the school has engaged with a company called Their Care to take over the delivery 
of our Before and After School care program from the start of next year. 
 
We are really excited by the ethos, energy, ideas and activities that Their Care will 

bring to our school and are already planning ahead to ensure a smooth and 
seamless transition from our current provider. 
 
The Their Care team are running a Parent Information night in the Performing Arts 
room at 6pm on Monday 18th November. We would encourage all families 
who currently use OSH Club or who may need to use out of school hours care in 
the future to come along and find out more.   
 

mailto:scott.neil.n@edumail.vic.gov.au


Assistant Principal’s Report 

 
Beat the Bell 
I was very pleased to announce at assembly yesterday the three grades last week 
who did not have any students late- including both explained and unexplained late 
absences. Congratulations to 1 / 2 J, 3/4 S & 3 /4 A. 
Remember-Learning starts at 9am.  
 
Education and Policy  
The Education and Policy School Council Sub Committee  met last night and 
reviewed the following policies:  

 Code of Conduct (required for SC approval) 
 Child Safety policy 
 Mobile Phone Student use in schools – required for 2020 
 Child Safety Responding and Reporting Obligations 

 
 Occupational Health and Safety Audit results 
An OHS audit conducted by the Department of Education in July and focused on: 
 OHS Planning  
 Consultation and Communication  
 Incident Reporting and Investigation  
 Emergency Management  
 First Aid  
 OHS Induction and Training  
 Purchasing  

 
The school received an overall score of 83%, which is a very high score for this 
audit. In the areas of First Aid, Occupational Health and Safety Planning, 
Consultation and Communication and Emergency Management SKiPPS received 
100%.  Other non-conformances in the report OHS have been attended to. 
 
Playground Roster: 
The new playground (rope 
course) is a big winner with all 
the students. As of this week 
the roster is : 

Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday: Year 3-6 at both 
Intervallo and Pranzo.  

Tuesday and Thursday: 
Foundation - Year 2 at 
both Intervallo and 
Pranzo. 

 
Hint- if the day starts with a T, 
then it’s Foundation - Year 2.  
 
 



 

Assistant Principal’s Report—continued 

 
Rememberance Day 
 
Yesterday marked the 100th 
Anniversary of Remembrance Day, a 
day that is a nationally recognised 
day of commemoration held each 
year on 11th November, when we 
pause for one minute of silence at 
11am to remember the service and 
sacrifice of all who gave their lives in 
wars, conflicts and peace operations. 
Thank you to Spencer and Percie 
from 3 /4 for helping me conduct this 
service.  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  

 

Foundation students also spent 
the morning learning about the 
day and read a book about the 
Eternal flame and the Shrine of 
Remembrance.  



 
 
 

From the Green Team 
 
 

 

Worm Farm Donation 
 
We have been very lucky to receive a donation from the Port Phillip Council of a 
worm farm. This will be a great addition to support our whole school approach to 
sustainability in the school. The Year 3 / 4 students will be introduced to our hungry 
worms and we will look forward to nurturing our worms so they can produce lots of 
compost and worm tea for our garden. 
 
Our worms are fussy eaters so please be aware they do not like to eat: 
 Meat 
 Bread 
 Citrus 
 Onions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They also need their food the be cut up into very small portions. 
 
The worms love to eat: 
 Leafy greens 
 Bananas 
 Generally most vegetables 



Year 5/6 Camp 
 

This week has seen all of our Year 5/6 students travel to East Gippsland to take 
part in their week-long adventure camp. 
 
We arrived on Monday afternoon in glorious sunshine and students were eager to 
get into their cabins and start their activities. During the week there will be horse 
riding, giant swings, flying foxes, canoeing and wonderful opportunities for our 
oldest students to work in teams, face challenges and step outside of their comfort 
zones.  
 
Here are some great photos of the camp so far; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer is nearly here and we are busy preparing the 
garden for our summer crops.  
Last week all the Year 3 / 4 students began to harvest all the 
broad beans which were planted at the beginning of Term 2. 
They enjoyed playing a harvesting and counting game and 
then bringing the beans to the kitchen and cooking a 
wonderful menu with broad beans as the hero of the menu. 
 
This week the Year 3 / 4 
students will be preparing 
for the SKiPPS Italian Day 
on Friday 22nd November. 
 
We will be making tomato 
passata and harvesting 
herbs for our pizza 
toppings. 
 
The Year 5 / 6 students will 
have to opportunity to make 
Pizzas on the day with Betty 
and the team from Pizza 
Pony.  
We are also very excited to finally fire up the SKiPPS wood 
fire oven where we will be making pizzas for the school. 
 
Some of the herbs the students will be harvesting for the 
pizza toppings will be: 
 Parsley 
 Rosemary 
 Basil 
 Oregano 










