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Notes Home/ 

On Compass 
 
10th Oct Yr 5/6 Kids Feeling Safe workshop 
  information 
11th Oct COTA Dress rehearsal and costume 
  information 

Fri 18th Oct Yr 3/4 Soccer Gala Day 

Mon 21st Oct Yr 6 Graduation Photo 9:15am  

Wed 30th Oct Celebration of the ArtsCelebration of the ArtsCelebration of the ArtsCelebration of the Arts    

Tue 5th Nov Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

11- 15th Nov Year 5/6 Camp – Coonawarra  

25 - 27th Nov Year 3/4 Camp  - Manyung  

6th & 7th Dec Dad’s Camp 

Fri 20th Dec Last Day Term 4—1:30pm finish 

Thu 12th Dec Yr 6 Graduation 

Important Dates 
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Year Six Leaders Report  
 

Hi I’m Millie, I’m Kitty, I’m Jack and I’m Ewan, and we’re the Year six leaders this 
week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our question is  

“What are you looking forward to for term 4?” 

 

Here are what some students have to say; 
 

 

Lachie, FM “I’m excited for PE and learning 
sports.” 

 

Willow 1/2PR “The nude food program and 
meeting new friends.” 

 

 

Bas 1/2L “I’m excited to play sport with my 
classmates”. 

 

Tallula 3/4L “I’m excited to go on camp with 
all my friends.” 

 

 

Josh 3/4L “I am excited to get off my 
crutches to play sport.” 

 

Saskia 5/6J “I am excited to go on camp.” 
 

 

James B 5/6J “I’m excited for graduation.” 
 

 

 



Principal’s Report 
Welcome to Term 4 

Welcome to our first newsletter of Term 4. As always, this term is already shaping 
up to be very busy and, as you will read below, we have hit the ground running in a 
number of ways already.  
 

Walktober 
This month sees national ‘Walk to School;’ month with a range of initiatives and 
activities around the country to promote active travel to school. 
 

At SKiPPS we have embraced ‘Walktober’ this year and had a full day of 
celebrations yesterday (Monday 14th October). On the day, students were 
welcomed to school with a healthy 
breakfast of free fruit and the City of 
Port Phillip Council provided a free 
coffee stall for parents.  
 

At assembly we welcomed Dick 
Gross, the Mayor to talk about 
the importance of walking, scooting 
or riding to school and he tried out 
the ‘Smoothie Bike’ - an amazing 
machine that turned fruit into 
delicious smoothies as you 
pedalled. Councillor Gross also 
presented our ‘golden oot’ award to 
Archie from Foundation M for 
being the class with the highest proportion of students taking active ways to get to 
school last week. 
 

After assembly each class got a chance to ride the smoothie bike and get active 
while making a delicious drink to share. I need to thank Allison Shanahan, the 
Green Team and our wonderful parent volunteers for putting in the work to make 
yesterday happen. It is truly inspiring to see our community so engaged with the 
themes of sustainability and in making a difference to our wider world.  

 

New Scooter and Bike Racks 

To better support our students ditching the car and 
cycling or scooting to school, we have invested in a 
number of new secure scooter and bike racks for 
the school.  
 

The scooter racks (pictured) allow children to lock 
their scooters securely and they will be joined in the 
next couple of weeks by new bike racks. This 
investment was made possible by generous 
financial support from the City of Port Phillip who 
matched every dollar we spent on these racks. 



Principal’s Report—continued 

Celebration of the Arts 

We are now just over two weeks away from 
Celebration Of The Arts 2019 —the major 
curriculum event (and one of the highlights) 
of the school year, taking place on 
Wednesday 30th October from 5pm 
onwards. As the name suggests, the 
event is an evening-long celebration of the 
creativity of our students (and staff) with all 
of our students performing with their classes 
and exhibiting their Visual Arts work from the 
year. 
 

This year, the event is called ‘Dance 
Macabre’ and promises ’Spooky Songs, 
Deathly Dances and Apocalyptic Artworks’, 
perfectly timed to get everyone in the mood 
for Halloween the following night.    
 

We invite and encourage all of our SKiPPS 
friends and extended family to come along to 
the event. Stephen and Chantel, supported 
by the whole of our staff, have been working 
tirelessly to make the evening happen and the quality of the art work and 
performances are a testament to their abilities and also the creativity and 
enthusiasm of our students. I am thoroughly looking forward to the night. 
 

As usual we need an army of volunteers leading up to and on the evening. If you 
can support with costuming, staging, preparing artwork for display, sound 

engineering, lighting, videoing, graphic 
design and anything else could you 
please let Stephen and Chantel know by 
emailing them on 
jose.chantel.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

We require a large number of parent 
volunteers to donate 30 or 60 minutes of 
their time on the evening to staff the stalls 
or cook on the BBQs to ensure no one 
goes hungry. The phrase 'many hands 
makes light work' has never been more 
true and, by signing up, you can ensure 
that our hard working SKIPPA parents 

also get a chance to enjoy the evening and see their children perform.  
 

Please sign up for a slot on the evening at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b094baba62ea3f85-celebration  



Principal’s Report—continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Playground 

We were thrilled yesterday morning to finally take down the fencing and open up 
our brand new play space to students. 
 

The new climbing structure, sandpit area, soft fall rubber surface and beautiful 
palm tree were all made possible by a $200,000 ‘Inclusive Schools’ grant from the 
Education Department.  
 

On such a small school site, it is great to have transformed what was an unused 
and unloved piece of land into something so engaging and fun and the feedback 
from students so far has been incredibly positive.  
 

I would like to thank our Buildings and Grounds sub-committee and Paul Yates in 
particular for their work on this project which started well over a year ago. 
 

Working Bee 

Even with our brand new project finished, there is still a long list of jobs and 
projects around the school buildings and grounds that need attention in order for 
our students to have the learning and play environments that they deserve. 
 

We are holding a Working Bee at school on Saturday 23rd November from 8am to 
address this list. We are asking all SKiPPS families to come along and there will 
be jobs to do regardless of your skill or physical fitness. Once we have made the 
school look great once again we will finish up with a lunchtime sausage sizzle. 



Principal’s Report—continued 

Block Sausage Sizzle 

Many of you would be watching with interest as the 
Channel Nine TV show ‘The Block’ has transformed 
the ‘Oslo’ Hotel on Grey Street into five shiny new 
houses. This is the second ‘Block’ transformation in 
the SKiPPS school zone in two years after 2018’s 
Gatwick renovation. 
 

As with last year, our school have been offered the 
opportunity to run a stall at the ‘open for inspection’ 
day that is held at the end of each project. On the 
day, thousands of fans descend on St Kilda to queue 
for hours to get a chance to see inside the finished 
houses. 
 

Last year the school raised over $3000 from selling 
sausages to hungry attendees and we are hoping to 
do the same this coming Sunday (20th October). 
The day is a lot of fun and has a great party atmosphere with music and live 
appearance from the hosts and contestants during the day. 
 

We are in real need of SKiPPS parents to volunteer for an hour or two on the 
sausage sizzle stall on Sunday to be a part of the occasion and to raise money for 
the school. If you think you can help, please sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b094baba62ea3f85-skipps6 

 

‘Little Red Owl’ greeting card fundraiser 
We are excited to be working with Nat Marshall, one of our talented parents, to 
offer our SKiPPS families an opportunity to buy her products AND support the 
school. 
 

Nat is the illustrator and designer behind the popular ‘Little Red Owl’ greetings 
cards and she has offered our families the chance to buy packs of her cards at half 
the RRP with $1 from each card going to the school’s fundraising. To find out more 
and to place an order, please go to  https://www.trybooking.com/554889  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Principal’s Report—continued 

 

Parent Requests 

As we plan ahead for 2020, class teachers are also starting the process of creating 
class groupings for next year. In doing this, our staff work very hard to create a 
perfect balance of gender, personalities and strengths within each class to allow 
for the best possible learning to take place.  
 

Later in the term students will be asked 
to select friends who they would like to 
be in a class with next year and our 
teachers always do their best to ensure 
at least one of these choices are placed 
with them.  
 

Occasionally parents have requests for 
class placements for the following year. 
Whilst we are unable to accept requests 
for a particular teacher, we are happy to 
try and accommodate reasonable 

requests. If you have a request, please email me at 
scott.neil.n@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

Let us know if you are leaving... 
A key part of planning for 2020 is getting an accurate idea of likely student 
numbers so we can plan ahead with confidence. For this reason, it is incredibly 
helpful to know at this point of the year if any of our families are planning to move 
on from SKiPPS. If your child is not going to be at SKiPPS next year can you 
please make sure you let the school office know asap. 
 

Walkathon—its not too late 

We have raised an incredible $12,819 From our recent Walkathon. This money will 
be used to support some 
major ICT upgrades in the 
school next year, including 
the purchasing of new 
interactive panels in the 
classrooms to allow for 
greater interactive and 
engaging learning.  
 

If you have not yet got around 
to collecting and brining in 
your money—it is not too 
late—sponsorship money can 
still be brought into the school 
office or payments can be 
made via Compass. 
 





Fete News 

 A reminder that our SKiPPS fete is coming up on Saturday 29th February 2020 
and planning is well underway. 

One of the highlights of the fete are the stalls that each year level put on. The 
children love being involved with preparation and then supporting the stalls on the 
day. 

We are seeking a parent or two from each year level to organise the idea for the 
grade stall.  

What this entails is choosing a stall idea  - there are lots from previous years if you 
need help -  and working with Jo to get families on board with donations etc.   

The fete can only be successful with you on board so if you think you can help give 
jo a call or email Jo.damo@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assistant Principal’s Report  
  

Welcome Back  
  
I am continually amazed at how quickly each term and the school year flies by 
and know all too well, how Term 4, seems to go even faster. Perhaps it is the 
completion of the AFL season and the appearance of Christmas decorations 
that creates a sense of urgency. It is also my first year at SKiPPS and I look 
forward to supporting the 2020 Foundation students in their transition 
program,  Celebration of the Arts, Camp, Grade 6 Graduation and the many 
school activities planned for this busy term.  
It was wonderful to see all the students, particularly the Foundation students 
arriving at school last Tuesday, smiling and eager to see their friends and 
return to their familiar routine of school life and learning.  
  
Beat the Bell 
  
As announced at assembly the winners for Term 3 Beat the Bell were FM, 1/2 
S, 3 /4 S and 5/6 AJ.  However the best news was in Week 6 & 9 when both 
Luke’s and Lil’s   grade had no one late for the entire week- this is our 
ultimate goal for all grades.  In Week 8, Matt, Jane, Lil and Stephanie’s 
grades had only one student late for that week, a great result. I am pleased 
with the effort that parents/ carers and students have made in arriving at 
school on time, overall we have improved significantly this year and I am sure 
with a  little more effort we can further reduce this  in Term 4.  

 

Nude Food Award 
  
From Week 2, teachers will be recording the number of students in each 
grade with a nude food lunch, with the winning grade being announced at 
assembly and receiving the very special gold rubbish bin trophy which they can 
proudly display in their classroom. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rethink- we all can 
make a difference.  

 

Education and Policy  
  
The role of the Education and Policy School Council Sub Committee is to 
review existing school policies to have the best school policies in place to 
guide the operations and directions of the school. The policies of the school 
guide and describe the main processes, functions and operations of the school. 



Assistant Principal’s Report—continued 

 

The development and review of policies have an agreed process so that various 
stakeholders are part of the consultation and review process.  All policies are 
developed using the DET School Policy Templates Portal.  These policies have 
been checked to ensure that they are consistent with: Department Policy 
requirements,  Minimum standards for school registration and any legal 
requirements.  To date we have reviewed and completed the following policies: 

• Visitors Policy   
• Anti-Bullying  
• Drug Education 
• First Aid  
• Sexual Harassment 
• Home Learning 
 
 
 
Last night we met and reviewed the following policies:  
 
• Statement of Commitment to Child Safety 
• Photographing and Filming and Recording Students Policy (new in 2019) 
 
 
We will aim to review and complete, by end of Term 4: 
 

• Code of Conduct (required for SC approval) 
• SKiPPS Student Engagement Policy including CAPSE (not required for SC 

approval) 
• Mobile Phone Student use in schools – required for 2020 (not required for 

SC approval) 
 

 
You will notice in today’s newsletter student birthdays are now recorded as 
student first name only and the month they were born in, this was a decision 
made by the Education and Policy Sub Committee in our meeting last night. 
This decision is to protect the privacy of students, as the school newsletter is 
available to read on the school website and not an exclusive school publication 
for enrolled families.  
 
 
              

   

 

Michelle Bove, Assistant Principal 







 Welcome to the year 3/4 Kitchen Garden  

program in term 4. 

 

We love the garden in Spring! Full of so much  

colour and scent.  Everything is burs�ng at the  

seams. 

This week: 

In the garden, the students will be harves�ng: 

 

• Broad beans 

• Cabbage 

• Broccoli 

• Kale 

• Silver beet 

• Rhubarb 

• Snow peas 

• Carrots 

• Mandarins 

• Potatoes 

• Rosemary 

• Thyme 

 

In the kitchen, the students will be cooking: 

 

• Alphabet Grissini 

• Silver beet and potato torte 

• Kale, carrot and cabbage slaw. 

• Rhubarb tarts  

 

We look forward to sharing exci�ng stories about the kitchen and  

the garden in term 4. 

 

Happy Cooking and Gardening. 

 

Cheers, 

Be.y 



 

 

 





 



 



 



Caramelised Rhubarb tarts. 
 

 
Serves 32 [Tasting]  
Menu for the SAKG Program. 
From the garden; Rhubarb and mint. 
 

 

Equipment 
 
• Serving plattersx4 
• Large knife 
• Bowls x2 large 
• Metric measuring spoon 
• Slotted spoon 
• Baking trays x 4 
• Chopping board. 
• Serving spoon x2 
• 1x pastry brush. 
• 1x small saucepan. 
• 1x fine sieve 
  

Ingredients 
 

• 500grams rhubarb 

• ¼ cup brown sugar. 
• 3 to 4 sheets puff pastry. 
• ½ cup of Betty’s syrup 
• 60 mint leaves or 2 mint leaves per person. 
• 2 eggs whisked with a small amount of wa-

ter to make the egg wash. 



What to do 

 
• Pre-heat the oven at 180C. Set your chopping board, 

mat and knife out. 
 
• Cut the puff pastry sheets into 8 even rectangles (or 

enough of each person to enjoy one tart each); place 
them onto the baking trays lined with baking paper. 

 
• Wash and dry the rhubarb. 
 
• Cut the rhubarb into 3 cm portion and place into a 

baking tray. 
 
• Place the sugar onto the baking tray, then cover with 

foil and place into the oven. Cook till the rhubarb is a 
rich red colour. 

 
• Brush the pastry with the egg wash. 
 
• Once the rhubarb has cooled place 1 tea spoon of the 

caramelized rhubarb onto the middle of the pastry rec-
tangle. 

 
• Place all the tarts into the oven and bake till the pastry 

is puffy and golden brown. (approximately 15 mins) 
• Allow to cool for 5 minutes. 
 
• Now it is time to brush the syrup onto the tarts while 

they are still warm. 
 
• Finally sprinkle with icing sugar and place the tarts on-

to platters and serve…. ENJOY 



Dads Camp booking site will open onDads Camp booking site will open onDads Camp booking site will open onDads Camp booking site will open on    
Wednesday 9th October Wednesday 9th October Wednesday 9th October Wednesday 9th October ----    for any enquiries, for any enquiries, for any enquiries, for any enquiries, 
please email Phill@superyouth.com.auplease email Phill@superyouth.com.auplease email Phill@superyouth.com.auplease email Phill@superyouth.com.au    




















