
School Phone 8598 6444 8:30am-4:30pm  
BASC Phone  0423 777 296 
Website  www.skipps.vic.edu.au 
Email    st.kilda.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Principal Email scott.neil.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue 13 

Respe c t  -  C r e a t i v i t y  -  E n t h u s i a sm  -  R e s i l i e n c e   

20 August 2019 

Notes Home/ 

On Compass 

 
07/08—Seesaw Information Sessions 
16/08—Growth Mindset 
 Smart Risk Taking Behaviour 

Thu 22nd Aug Book Week Parade—Dress Up Day 
 

Fri 23rd Aug Year 3/4 Hoop Time at MSAC 

Mon 26th Aug Year 5/6 Hoop Time at MSAC 

28 - 29th Aug Father’s & Friends Day Stall 

Thu 12th Sep Walkathon 

Fri 20th Sep Last Day Term 3 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 7th Oct Curriculum Day 

Tue 8th Oct First Day Term 4 

11- 15th Nov Year 5/6 Camp – Coonawarra  

25 - 27th Nov Year 3/4 Camp  - Manyung  

6th & 7th Dec Dad’s Camp 

Mon 26th Aug Year 3/4 Scienceworks Excursion 

Fri 13th Sep Year 5/6 Netball Gala Day 

Important 

Dates 
Spencer 34A 24/08 

Lee 56H 24/08 

Annie 12J 27/08 

Orson 12J 28/08 

Harriet 34B 30/08 



Year 6 Report 
 

 

 

 

Hi I’m James and I’m Oscar, and we’re 
doing the newsletter this week. Our 

question is;  
 

“Are you looking 
forward to Celebration of 
the Arts? (COTA) And 

why?”  
 

Here are what some students have to say. 
 

Maceo from 5/6J said he is looking forward to 
C.O.T.A because of the beverages and the 

snacks.  
 

Lila from 5/6H said that she is looking forward to 
C.O.T.A because she gets to dress up. 

 

 

Jett from 3/4T said he is looking forward to 
C.O.T.A because he wants to see all the Art. 

 

 Vivienne from 3/4L is looking forward to C.O.T.A 
because Halloween is the day after. 

 

 

Livia from 1/2S is looking forward to C.O.T.A 
because she likes to sing. 

 

 

Maddox from 1/2PR is looking forward to C.O.T.A 
because he likes Halloween. 

 

 

Willow from FJ is looking forward to C.O.T.A  
because Halloween is one of her favourite celebrations.  
 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that COTA this year is taking 
place on the evening of the 30th October! Everyone is 

welcome 



Principal’s Report  
A New playground 

We were excited to see fencing going up and work starting on our brand new play 
area and sandpit last week. Work is progressing at a good rate with ground works 
now pretty much complete and the existing sandpit and soil excavated to allow for 
our new structures to be built.  
 

This work is a result of the $200,000 Inclusive Schools Grant received at the end 
of last year and will provide all of our students with a greater range of options 
during play times.  
 

I would like to thank all of our students and families for coping so well with the 
temporary access restrictions during this time.  
 

Curriculum/Student Free Day—7th October  
Monday 7th October is our final student free curriculum day for the year. This is the 
first day of Term 4 which means that students will return to school after the break 
on Tuesday 8th October.  
 

This time will be spent on one of our AIP priorities, the teaching of Writing. In 
recent years, our data in this area is slightly less stellar than in Reading and 
Maths.  
 

We will spend the day exploring how teachers can improve their use of 
conferencing with students to provide a level of feedback and instruction at each 
child’s particular point of need. 
 

Parents’ Footy Carnival 
Our Parents’ Footy Team 
are back in action later this 
month at the Bayside 
Parents’ Footy Carnival. 
This event is taking place at 
Murphy Reserve in Port 
Melbourne on Saturday 31st 
August. Once again they 
will be playing against 
teams of parents from 
across our area (including 
the original rivals from Port 
Melbourne). 
 

It is not too late to get 
involved in the team and 
any mums or dads who are 
keen should attend the regular training sessions at 2:30pm each Sunday on the 
oval next to school. If anyone would like more information they should contact 
Richard Ludlow on rludlow66@gmail.com 



Principal’s Report—Continued 
Book Week 

This week is the Children’s Book Council of Australia’s National Book Week.  
SKiPPS will be taking time to participate in this celebration of all things books with 
a couple of whole-school activities. Throughout the week classes will take part in 
activities linked to the books shortlisted for the prestigious CBCA Book of the Year 
shortlist .  
The week will culminate in our  annual Book week dress up day—students are 
encouraged to dress as their favourite book character—possibly linked to the 
theme of ‘Find Your Treasure’ this Thursday (22nd August), ready for a special 
book parade at assembly. 
 

Athletics 

At assembly yesterday we congratulated the 
47 students who competed at the District 
Athletics competition held last Friday at 
Lakeside Stadium. We also celebrated the 23 
students who progressed to Division level by 
coming 1st or 2nd in their chosen events.  
 

I would like to thank and acknowledge the 
work of Luke Jones, our sports leader for the 
huge amounts of time, energy and support he 
has put into his role this year. This work has 
directly led to this best-ever result for our 
students in athletics.  
 

Growth Mindset communication 

Later in this newsletter you will read our next 
parent communication regarding the 
‘Language of Learning’ that is forming a 
major part of our work at SKiPPS this year. In class, each child is focussing on the 
idea of ‘risk’ and the role that taking risks has in meaningful learning. We are 
talking about the idea of a ‘Comfort Zone’ and ‘Challenge Zone’ and how 
sometimes the best learning happens when we move into a place where we feel 
challenged and at risk of making mistakes. 
 

Seesaw Parent Information sessions 

We are holding a parent information session on Seesaw tomorrow (Wednesday 
21st) at 5:30pm.  
 

Seesaw is our new system to communicate and share student learning with 
families. A major goal of our school is to better involve families in their child's 
learning so they understand their goals and how they might support them to 
achieve them.  The first session last Friday morning helped parents to understand 
how to use Seesaw and how we will be extending our use of this over the next 
couple of years. Further details can be found later in the newsletter and we hope to 
see lots of you there. 



Principal’s Report—continued 
 

100 days of Foundation! 
Last week saw a major milestone for the youngest students at SKiPPS as our 
Foundation classes celebrated their 100th day at school! 
 

To mark the occasion, the children (and teachers) had a dress up day to imagine 
what they would look like when they are one hundred years old! During the day 
they took part in a number of activities around the number one hundred. 
 

Our Foundation students this year should be 
congratulated on making such a great start to 
their school lives. Both of our classes are 
beautiful, calm groups of learners who have 
quickly slipped into the SKiPPS way of life 
and show true respect, resilience, 
enthusiasm and creativity on a daily basis.  
 

If ever the stresses of my job become too 
much, I love to head through the door into the 
Foundation classrooms and chat to the 
students as a reminder about the very best 
part of my job! The conversations about their 
lives and learning are always an inspiration. 
 

We are already looking forward to the next 
1,300 days of school for these students until 
we farewell them at Year 6 graduation in 
2025! 

 

Neil Scott, Principal 
 

 

Plans are currently underway for our annual Visual and Performing Arts 
event, Celebration of the Arts on Wednesday 30th October.  

 

As usual we need an army of volunteers leading up to and on the even-
ing. If you can support with costuming, staging, preparing artwork for dis-
play, sound engineering, lighting, videoing, graphic design and anything 
else could you please let us know by entering your details on the linked 

Google form and we will be in touch.  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VWHjy0-lOlU-

jeLbk6qJu2bXBwmqAR_K-k231vRr_kU/edit?usp=sharing 

 

Thanks, 
Stephen (Performing Arts) and Chantel (Visual Arts) 



Assistant Principal’s Report  
Beat the Bell 
Week 4 Winning Grade- 3/4S with only one student late for the week.  Total of 57 
students late in the week. 
 

Week 5 Winning Grade- 3/4T with 2 students late for the week. Total of 134 
students late in the week, which equates to one in three students late. 
 

Sustainability/Green Team updated 

 

Buckets needed! 
If you have any small buckets with lids that you would normally recycle, can you 
please give these to the Green Team. The buckets will be used to capture the drips 
from the taps in both the student toilets and under the drink taps and when full, this 
waste water will be poured onto our garden. The 1 kilogram hummus buckets are 
great and are small enough for little handles to carry.  Thanks for your support. 
 

This week at our assembly, our new compost bin was finally presented to all the 
students and SKiPPS community. 
 

A few students from year 5 and 6 had the opportunity to begin to fill our new 
compost bin with veggie scraps and greens from our kitchen garden. 
 

The compost bin was kindly donated by our friends from Vegout and the team from 
Star Health in South 
Melbourne. 
 

The compost bin will 
support a whole 
school approach to 
sustainability and we 
will also be able to 
create our own soil 
for our kitchen 
garden program to 
help us grow more 
vegetables. 
 

It will also help our 
school to reduce our 
green and food 
waste. 
 

The green team will share how we will collect the food waste from our classrooms 
and put it into the new compost……Watch this space. 
 

Cheers from Michelle and the Green team 

      

Michelle Bove, Assistant Principal 



Smart Risk-Taking Behaviour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
    
    
Many kids these days shy away from breaking out of  their comfort Many kids these days shy away from breaking out of  their comfort Many kids these days shy away from breaking out of  their comfort Many kids these days shy away from breaking out of  their comfort 
zones, mostly due to previous negative experiences when taking zones, mostly due to previous negative experiences when taking zones, mostly due to previous negative experiences when taking zones, mostly due to previous negative experiences when taking 
risks in the past. Modern parents are quickly realising that if  our risks in the past. Modern parents are quickly realising that if  our risks in the past. Modern parents are quickly realising that if  our risks in the past. Modern parents are quickly realising that if  our 
kids are going to be successful adults, they will need to learn to kids are going to be successful adults, they will need to learn to kids are going to be successful adults, they will need to learn to kids are going to be successful adults, they will need to learn to 
take smart risks in order to be successful.take smart risks in order to be successful.take smart risks in order to be successful.take smart risks in order to be successful.    
Life is risky. Every decision we make Life is risky. Every decision we make Life is risky. Every decision we make Life is risky. Every decision we make ––––    from taking a shot on the from taking a shot on the from taking a shot on the from taking a shot on the 
basketball court to applying for a new job basketball court to applying for a new job basketball court to applying for a new job basketball court to applying for a new job ––––    all contain elements of  all contain elements of  all contain elements of  all contain elements of  
risk.risk.risk.risk.    
    
Our kids begin to take risks very early on in their development. As Our kids begin to take risks very early on in their development. As Our kids begin to take risks very early on in their development. As Our kids begin to take risks very early on in their development. As 
babies, they risked stretching their hands out into the unknown babies, they risked stretching their hands out into the unknown babies, they risked stretching their hands out into the unknown babies, they risked stretching their hands out into the unknown 
world world world world ––––    and were rewarded with new and exciting discoveries. As and were rewarded with new and exciting discoveries. As and were rewarded with new and exciting discoveries. As and were rewarded with new and exciting discoveries. As 
toddlers, they risked running off  impulsively into the world to toddlers, they risked running off  impulsively into the world to toddlers, they risked running off  impulsively into the world to toddlers, they risked running off  impulsively into the world to 
explore new things, and, fortunately, we were always there to explore new things, and, fortunately, we were always there to explore new things, and, fortunately, we were always there to explore new things, and, fortunately, we were always there to 
make sure the risks they took did not put them in danger.make sure the risks they took did not put them in danger.make sure the risks they took did not put them in danger.make sure the risks they took did not put them in danger.    
    
Taking these risks were necessary for our kids to learn about the Taking these risks were necessary for our kids to learn about the Taking these risks were necessary for our kids to learn about the Taking these risks were necessary for our kids to learn about the 
environment around them, or they never would have figured out environment around them, or they never would have figured out environment around them, or they never would have figured out environment around them, or they never would have figured out 
how the world around them works.how the world around them works.how the world around them works.how the world around them works.    
    
Have our children stopped taking risks? And, iHave our children stopped taking risks? And, iHave our children stopped taking risks? And, iHave our children stopped taking risks? And, if  risk-taking f  risk-taking f  risk-taking f  risk-taking 
behavior is so important for our childrens’ futures, how do we behavior is so important for our childrens’ futures, how do we behavior is so important for our childrens’ futures, how do we behavior is so important for our childrens’ futures, how do we rererere----
teachteachteachteach    this skill to them while they are young? this skill to them while they are young? this skill to them while they are young? this skill to them while they are young?     
    

Language of Learning—Update 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To further explore:To further explore:To further explore:To further explore:    
    
• the reasons why we shy away from taking risksthe reasons why we shy away from taking risksthe reasons why we shy away from taking risksthe reasons why we shy away from taking risks    
• the science behind ‘smart riskthe science behind ‘smart riskthe science behind ‘smart riskthe science behind ‘smart risk----taking behaviour’taking behaviour’taking behaviour’taking behaviour’    
• the down side to ‘smart riskthe down side to ‘smart riskthe down side to ‘smart riskthe down side to ‘smart risk----taking behaviour’taking behaviour’taking behaviour’taking behaviour’    
• good risks v bad risksgood risks v bad risksgood risks v bad risksgood risks v bad risks    
• the important role we play as adults in supporting riskthe important role we play as adults in supporting riskthe important role we play as adults in supporting riskthe important role we play as adults in supporting risk----taking, taking, taking, taking, 

see…see…see…see…    
‘Why Teaching Your Child To Take Smart Risks When They ‘Why Teaching Your Child To Take Smart Risks When They ‘Why Teaching Your Child To Take Smart Risks When They ‘Why Teaching Your Child To Take Smart Risks When They 
Are Young Turns Them Into Successful Adults Who Stand Are Young Turns Them Into Successful Adults Who Stand Are Young Turns Them Into Successful Adults Who Stand Are Young Turns Them Into Successful Adults Who Stand 

Out From The Crowd Later.’Out From The Crowd Later.’Out From The Crowd Later.’Out From The Crowd Later.’    
https://www.parentingthemodernfamily.com/teachinghttps://www.parentingthemodernfamily.com/teachinghttps://www.parentingthemodernfamily.com/teachinghttps://www.parentingthemodernfamily.com/teaching----childchildchildchild----taketaketaketake----
smartsmartsmartsmart----risksrisksrisksrisks----youngyoungyoungyoung----turnsturnsturnsturns----successfulsuccessfulsuccessfulsuccessful----adultsadultsadultsadults----standstandstandstand----crowdcrowdcrowdcrowd----later/later/later/later/    

**You can connect to this **You can connect to this **You can connect to this **You can connect to this extremely longextremely longextremely longextremely long    link through the link through the link through the link through the 

‘Language of  Learning’ update on Konnective**‘Language of  Learning’ update on Konnective**‘Language of  Learning’ update on Konnective**‘Language of  Learning’ update on Konnective**    

    

Enjoy reading!Enjoy reading!Enjoy reading!Enjoy reading!    

Mel (Leading Teacher Mel (Leading Teacher Mel (Leading Teacher Mel (Leading Teacher ––––    Growth Mindset)Growth Mindset)Growth Mindset)Growth Mindset)    



 

SAVE THE DATE - The Circus is in Town! 

 
A committee of parents are busy planning for SKIPPS Fete 2020 so make 
sure Saturday 29th Feb 2020 is in your calendar. 
 
The school Facebook page will provide regular updates so like and follow 
on the following link: https://www.facebook.com/StKildaPark/ 
 
On the committee we have a parent responsible for coordinating each ar-
ea of Fete activity but would also be keen to hear from anyone willing to 
join the committee to provide some project coordination support. There is 
likely to be four committee meetings this year but actually most work is 
done on email or outside the meetings. 
 
We would also like to know if anyone is interested in helping during Term 
4 with the Silent Auction preparation. If you can help out with either of 
these tasks please contact Catherine: cmsharp68@gmail.com 
 
Jo Gibbs is coordinating the Grade Stalls and is keen to confirm a coordi-
nator for each year level stall. If you think you’d be interested please con-
tact Jo Gibbs: Jo.Damo@hotmail.com 
 
Most of the other call outs for assistance and donations are likely to hap-
pen throughout Term 4 and as usual, to make the day a success we will be 
relying on the whole community. 
 
The Fete Committee 
Alana Kelly; Jo Gibbs; John Ahern; Kristy Ayres; Lucy Saliba; Anna Bon-
giorno; lIaria Miglioranza; Eleanor Bryant; Stella Ann Borland; Claire 
O’Boyle; Catherine Sharples; Steve Chambers. 





 

 
 
The year 3 and 4 students will be enjoying a Japanese feast 
over the next 2 weeks in the kitchen garden program. 
 
They will be exploring the science of taste: sweet, sour, 
salty, bitter and umami. 
 
Harvested from the Garden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Menu 
• Braised sweet potato with rainbow chard and miso 

• Okonomiyaki 

• Sushi Maki 

• Japanese seeded brown rice salad 
 
Happy cooking and gardening! 
 
Betty  

- Broccoli - Potatoes - Silverbeet 

- Kale - Coriander - Celery 

- Carrots - Parsley - Mint 



 



 



 



 



 

Dear Families  

OSHClub is organising a Clothing Recycling Program at school called “Mondo”. 

Mondo means World in Italian, and by getting involved in the Mondo program we are 

going to make the world a healthier place by saving unwanted clothing from ending up 

in landfill.  

 

We are asking families to donate any old or unwanted clothing, shoes and linen – 100% 

of which can be reused or recycled through our Mondo program. 

 

A collection truck will be at school on the 11th of September from 8:30 to 9:15 am. We 

would be grateful if you could please bring in donations ON THIS DAY and not before as 
we have limited storage in our OSHClub room. 

 

Your donated items are sorted and graded. They are then either distributed to communi-

ties who can use them, recycled or made into bio-fuel.  

 

For every kilogram of clothing donated, the Mondo program will donate 10¢ to St Kilda 

Park Primary School. The school will put all the money raised towards The Green Team. 

 

Items that can be donated: 

All clothing items – babies, children and adults  

Belts, hats, scarves, bags 

Bed linen, blankets, pillows, doonas 

Shoes – including single shoes 

Soft cuddly toys 

Thank you for helping us make the world a healthier place. 

 
From the children at OSHClub 

 

 
 

 

 














