
School Phone 8598 6444 8:30am-4:30pm  
BASC Phone  0423 777 296 
Website  www.skipps.vic.edu.au 
Email    st.kilda.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Principal Email scott.neil.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue 12 

R e s p e c t  -  C r e a t i v i t y  -  E n t h u s i a s m  -  R e s i l i e n c e   

6 August 2019 

Notes Home/ 
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05/08—Growth Mindset—Taking Risks 

Important 

Dates 

Wed 7th Aug Book Week Performance—Incursion 

Wed 7th Aug Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

Fri 16th Aug Year 5/6 Hoop Time at MSAC 

Thu 22nd Aug Book Week Parade—Dress Up Day 
 

Fri 23rd Aug Year 3/4 Hoop Time at MSAC 

28-29th Aug Father’s & Friends Day Stall 

12th Sep Walkathon 

Fri 20th Sep Last Day Term 3 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 7th Oct Curriculum Day 

Tue 8th Oct First Day Term 4 

11—15th Nov Year 5/6 Camp – Coonawarra  

25—27th Nov Year 3/4 Camp  - Manyung  

6th & 7th Dec Dad’s Camp 

 

 

Luca 56A 06/08 

Lejla 56H 6/08 

Marcus 56J 08/08 

Sofia 56M 08/08 

Oskar FM 09/08 

Shae FJ 10/08 

Thom 12J 10/08 

Ian 12S 10/08 

Jacques 34S 10/08 

Isaac FM 11/08 

Billie 12P 12/08 

Olivia FM 13/08 

Camille 12J 13/08 

Lucia 56A 13/08 

Jessie 56A 13/08 

Clement 56J 13/08 

Smith 12J 14/08 

Somaly FJ 15/08 

Flynn 56M 15/08 

Chloe 12S 16/08 

Lily 12S 18/08 

Gala 34B 18/08 

Blake 12J 19/08 

http://www.skipps.vic.edu.au
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Year 6 Report 

 

 

 
 

Hi I’m Charlie and I’m Kennedy, and 
we’re doing the newsletter this week. 

Our question is;  
 

“What are you looking 
forward to next year?”  

 
Here are what some students have to say. 
 
 
From 5/6MC Stevan has said he is looking 

forward to being a year six leader.  
 

Katia from 5/6AJ said she is looking 
forward to going to high school at APC 

 
 

From 3/4L Atticus said he is looking 
forward to camp.   

 
In 3 /4A Ines is looking forward to being a 

buddy. 
 
 

James from 1/ 2S is looking forward to 
having a holiday. 

 
Mia  from 1/2L is looking forward to the 
2020 SKiPPS Fete as well as COTA. 

 
 
 

Gilbert from FJ is looking forward to Halloween.    
 

 
 



School Council Report 

 
Gala Night 
Everyone had a great night at the Gala Night at the St. Kilda Town hall on Saturday 
3rd August.  Thanks to the great work of the Fundraising Committee to put this 
event together, the event hosts and for all contributors to the Silent Auction.  It was 
a great night and is a major fundraiser enabling the school to pursue many of the 
projects and initiatives we have scheduled. 
 
Education Sub-committee 
Review of the policies has been taking place with all required amendments being 
completed.  Stay tuned for more news on the Sustainability initiative.  The Green 
Team is being formed with an Expression of Interest being completed by students.  
 
Buildings and Grounds (BAGS) Committee 
Alot of good work is in progress within this committee.  Painting work will 
commence at the school in the near future to ensure the upkeep of the school.  A 
new playground will be constructed with work to be completed by the end of the 
Term 3 holidays which will transform the sandpit area and provide huge benefit to 
our students. Three new bike racks and scooter racks will be installed, so there will 
be plenty of capacity for students to park each morning. 
 
Fete 
The Committee is underway with planning 
for the 2020 Fete.  Once again, this is a 
major fundraiser for the school.  To 
achieve a successful outcome, it is 
imperative that parents can lend a hand, 
in the lead up to the fete, and then on the 
day to ensure it s a great event 
experienced by our students, parents and 
the community.   
 
There are many other initiatives in the 
pipeline for the school.  Parents are 
encouraged to seek out Council Members 
and provide your thoughts and feedback 
so that any new ideas and initiatives can 
be represented at the next Council 
meeting. 
 
It is also good to see our students representing the school at the various school 
sport events.  Their achievements are regularly posted on Konnective, so please 
keep up to date there.  If there are any parents who can assist with upcoming 
events such as Hoop Time on 16th and 23rd August, please register through 
Konnective. 

 
Malcolm Sheil, School Council Treasurer  



Principal’s Report  
School Playground Works 
You may remember that, earlier in the year, we shared the exciting news that 
SKiPPS had been successful in being awarded a $200,000 grant from the 
Education Department from the Inclusive Schools Fund.  
 
We shared the plans we had to use this money to redevelop the tan bark/sandpit 
area into a new play space that features a challenge based play-net and a newly 
developed sand pit which was met with great enthusiasm from students and 
parents alike. 
 
We are really excited to announce that work is ready to begin on this building 
project next week. From Monday 12th August, contractors will be on site to start 
putting up safety fencing and preparing the ground work. It is anticipated that this 
work will continue for the remaining six weeks of this term with a completion date 
during the school holidays.  

 
The building work 
will have an effect 
on access to the 
school grounds 
during this time.  
 
The entire area 
including the tan 
bark area and 
sandpit will be 
fenced off which will 
prevent access to 
these areas and 
also from the school 
into the park. During 
this time, families 
will need to enter 
the school grounds 
via the side gate 

onto the school oval or around the back of the BER building. 
 
The large school gates at the rear of the school, near the entrance to the BER will 
remain in operation to enable students to leave bikes and scooters in the bike 
racks.  
 
We are working closely with the contractors to manage deliveries early in the 
morning and to reduce disruption to our school routines but anticipate that some 
additional noise is probably unavoidable. 
We look forward to seeing the new play spaces appear before our eyes over the 
next month or two and appreciate everyone’s patience while we lose access to a 
part of our site while this takes place.  



Principal’s Report—Continued 
2019 School Gala Night 
Saturday night saw one of the 
highpoints of the school 
calendar as our annual Social 
Gala Night took place at the 
St Kilda Town Hall. 
 
The event has evolved from 
our school Trivia Night to now 
feature live music from 
‘parental as Anything’ - our 
amazing parents band, trivia, 
dancing, a silent auction and 
much more. 

 
The 90s theme saw a large amount of parents and staff members reliving the best 
days of their lives with a number of Spice Girls, movie stars and members of Oasis 
in attendance.  
 
I would like to thank everyone who attended—the total ticket sales of 210 is by far 
the largest event we have held and is a testament to the wonderfully engaged 
parent community we are so proud of.  
 
In particular I need to thank the organising committee— Chantel Jose, Van Le-
Hugh, Ilaria Miglioranza and Chrissy Manonian for their help in pulling the 
night together. I would also like to thank the many parents who volunteered their 
help on the night to share the workload and the families who donated to the silent 
auction. 
 
Overall, I need to thank Heidi Dyt for co-ordinating the event—the many, many 
hours and endless energy she puts into these events is truly impressive and meant 
the night was such a major success. Initial estimates put our profit for the evening 
around the $15,000 which will go a long way to updating our classroom interactive 
whiteboards.  
 
New SKiPPS Website 
This week also saw the 
launch of our brand new 
SKiPPS website. The new 
site both looks amazing and 
(unlike our old one) is 
optimised to read on a 
phone or tablet. Please 
check it out at 
www.skipps.vic.edu.au 

  
 

http://www.skipps.vic.edu.au


Principal’s Report—continued 
 

Parent Teacher interviews 
This week also sees our families invited to attend Semester two Parent Teacher 
interviews. As we are holding these meetings a little later than we have in previous 
years, we are seeing them as a great opportunity to set out and discuss each 
child’s goals for their learning in semester two. 
 
Teachers will be making reference to the Writing samples on Seesaw that 
represent each student’s growth so far this year and we encourage every family to 
ensure they login and view these prior to their meetings. 
 
Growth Mindset communication 
Later in this newsletter you will read our next parent communication regarding the 
‘language of Learning’ that is forming a major part of our work at SKiPPS this year. 
In class, each child is focussing on the idea of ‘risk’ and the role that taking risks 
has in meaningful learning. We are talking about the idea of a ‘Comfort Zone’ and 
‘Challenge Zone’ and how sometimes the best learning happens when we move 
into a place where we feel challenged and at risk of making mistakes. 
 
These resources were sent home to each family yesterday and we encourage you 
all to discuss them with your child and refer to the ‘six ways to help your child 
overcome their fear of failure’. 
 
Seesaw parent Information sessions 
Finally, we are holding a couple of parent information sessions over the next 
fortnight on Seesaw—our new system to communicate and share student learning 
with families. A major goal of our school is to better involved families in their child's 
learning so they understand their goals and how they might support them to 
achieve them.  These sessions will help you to understand how to use Seesaw 
and how we will be extending our use of this over the next couple of years. Further 
details can be found later in the newsletter. 

Neil Scott, Principal 

Plans are currently underway for our annual Visual and Performing Arts 
event, Celebration of the Arts on Wednesday 30th October.  

 
As usual we need an army of volunteers leading up to and on the even-

ing. If you can support with costuming, staging, preparing artwork for dis-
play, sound engineering, lighting, videoing, graphic design and anything 
else could you please let us know by entering your details on the linked 

Google form and we will be in touch.  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VWHjy0-lOlU-

jeLbk6qJu2bXBwmqAR_K-k231vRr_kU/edit?usp=sharing 
 

Thanks, 
Stephen (Performing Arts) and Chantel (Visual Arts) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VWHjy0-lOlU-jeLbk6qJu2bXBwmqAR_K-k231vRr_kU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VWHjy0-lOlU-jeLbk6qJu2bXBwmqAR_K-k231vRr_kU/edit?usp=sharing


Assistant Principal’s Report  
 

Occupational Health & Safety Management Systems (OHSMS) audit. 
Every four years the Department of Education (DET) conducts a very thorough audit on the OHS 
Management Systems in all Victorian schools. Last week this audit was conducted at SKiPPS. These 
audits are conducted via Ernst and Young and focus on all areas of the DET OHSMS including: 

OHS Planning 
Risk and Hazard Management 
Consultation and Communication 
Incident Reporting and Investigation 
Emergency Management 
Contractor Management 
First Aid 
OHS Induction and Training 
Purchasing 

While preparation for this audit was an exacting task, it was reassuring to know that the school received a 
very positive assessment of its OHSMS. You may have noticed new signage on the school boundaries / 
gates, these were installed to comply with DET regulations. Also a thorough inspection of all first aid 
equipment and materials was conducted.  Each term a practice emergency evacuation drill or a practice 
lockdown drill is conducted across the school so that all school members including staff, students and 
visitors are prepared in the event of an emergency. Students will be advised of the reasons why we do 
this and feedback is received from all staff for continual improvements. This term an emergency 
evacuation drill is scheduled for the end of the term. 
 
GREEN TEAM 
Thank you to all those students for their Expression of Interest to join the Green Team. Rosie, Allison and 
I look forward to working with you to support SKiPPS  becoming a ResourceSmart School. There were a 
total of forty five expressions of interest received and to support the enthusiasm of all these students and 
an inclusive and positive approach, there will be Green Team members focusing on completing different 
tasks at different times. To help the Green Team complete the modules, we will follow a guide which 
supports building a whole-school approach through daily operations, teaching and learning, and school 
community engagement.  
As explained last Thursday, if you were not selected for the first Green Team module (Waste), you are 
still a Green Team member and will be selected to participate in the next module which will either be 
Energy, Water or Biodiversity.  We will decide together as a team, which one we want to commence.   I 
anticipate that this next module will commence in Term 1, 2020. 
To help us complete each of the four modules, we will use the module guide to review what actions 
SKiPPS needs to complete as well as the creative ideas you listed in your application. In order for the 
Green Team to build a whole school approach, scheduled meetings and activities will be organised. Also 
upon advice from the ResourceSmart Schools Coordinator Karen Jones, it is advisable to work with small 
groups of approximately twenty students, who will support the initiatives outlined in the ResourceSmart 
School program. 
The first meeting for all Green Team members will be this Thursday at Pranzo and will involve Karen 
Jones from the Eco Centre in St Kilda. Karen is working with SKiPPS to become a more sustainable 
school and she will explain how all the Green Team members will be involved over the next two years. 
 
Green Team Members: 
Millie Aiken- Ericson, Poppy Crompton, Alice Reid Rodrigues, Saskia Chatfield 
Ruby Donaldson,   Sophia Moses- McMahon, Nieve Nicol, Clement Marion, Sophie Hicklin 
Gala Saunders, Tilly Brettargh, Clementine Taylor, Jemima Lord, Percie Jacoby,   Jacob  
Fitzgerald Fitch, Edith Cook, Ian Koreshkov, Atticus Richardson, Daisy Carew, Jude Liddeaux 
Evie Bell, Millie Law, Nathan Ruhl, Aliina Free, Mary Fisher, Giselle Gaunt, Tilly Finlay,  
Jessica Gibbs, Audrey Schofield, Piper McCall, Tallula Read, Margot Schofield, Isidora Finlay,  
Rose Bartlett, Ottilie Bartlett, Ashley Forbes, Billie Paltoglou, Ines Le Page, Willow Harding,  
Milo Bonnardeaux, Josh Hall, Lola Costa, Olive Smith, Felix Bagnasco, Anna Borland 
 
BEAT THE BELL 
Week 1 Winning Grade- Foundation M with a total of 7 students late for the week.  
Week 2 Winning Grade- 1/2 S with a total of 2 students late for the week.  
Week 3 Winning Grade- 1/2 L with no students late for the week! 
                                                 LEARNING STARTS AT 9.OO AM 

Michelle Bove, Assistant Principal 



 
This Term our Language of Learning Focus is ‘risk’ and ‘try’.  One of the 
ways we try to explain these concepts is by building an understanding of our 
comfort zone.   
The diagram below is something we use to show what may happen if you 
step out of your comfort zone.  Of course, we are not saying that being in 
your comfort zone is bad, it is in fact, comfortable.  We are simply saying 
that if we take a risk and step into the ‘uncomfortable’ then we have an 
opportunity to get better at things, to try/learn something new, to have fun, to 
learn from others and to feel a sense of achievement.  
 
We will also make many mistakes, we will build resilience and we will 
develop strategies and stamina.  
Research shows, those who take risks are more likely to be happy and 
successful. 

Walt Disney once said, "All our dreams can come true, if we have the 

courage to pursue them." Dream big. 

Language of Learning—Update 







 

The Year 3/4 students will be busy in the garden over the next 2 
weeks.   
 
Some of the garden activities will be: 
 

 Making seed spheres to throw back into the garden. We 
watch our seeds germinate over time. What a wonderful gift to 
give our garden! 

 We will also be planting the last of our winter vegetable crops 
and will begin to prepare our garden beds for our spring plant-
ing. 

 We will continue to measure the growth rate of our broad 
beans. 

 
In the kitchen, we will share some scones topped with a selection of 
jams that we have been making over the past few months.  It will go 
very well with the Lemon Myrtle Tea made from the Lemon Myrtle in 
our garden. 
 
We are also very excited that our new compost bin has arrived. The 
funds towards the compost bin were donated by our dear friends at 
VEG OUT. 
 
Happy Cooking and Gardening. 
 
Betty 
 

Scones sweet or savoury 
6 cups of SR Flour 
2 cups of soda water 
2 cups of cream or 125 g Nutilex 
 
Sift flour add cream and soda water, mix gently. 
Gently flatten dough onto floured bench and cut or use cutter to 
shape. 
Add herbs and cheese in the scone mixture  
Cook in hot oven at 210-220C for 10-12 minutes. 



 










