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Notes Home/On Compass 

 
29th May Yrs 3-6 Maths  
  Competition Info. 
5th June Yrs 3-6 Maths Talent Quest Info. 
5th June Yr 5/6 Tommy Lahiff Girls Cup on 
  Compass 
6th June Yr 5/6 Tommy Lahiff Boys Cup on 
  Compass 
6th June Combined Schools Winter Concert 
  Info. 
11th June Swimming Information 

Important 

Dates 

Fri 14th June Yr 5/6 AFL Gala Day 

Mon 17th June Yr 5/6 ‘Living & Growing’ Program 

Thu 20th June Regional Cross Country 

Fri 21st June Tommy Lahiff Cup - Girls 

Mon 24th June Yr 5/6 ‘Living & Growing’ Program 

Thu 27th June Tommy Lahiff Cup - Boys 

Fri 28th June Last Day Term 2 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 15th July First Day Term 3 

Fri 20th Sep Last Day Term 3 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 7th Oct First Day Term 4 

6th & 7th Dec Dad’s Camp 

Fri 20th Dec Last Day Term 4 - 1:30pm finish 

Wed 12th June Combined Schools Winter Concert 
St Kilda Town Hall 6pm - 7:15pm 

Mon 22nd July 
- Fri 2nd Aug 

Foundation to Year 2 Swimming 
Program 

Mon 15th July 
- Fri 19th july 

Year 3 to Year 6 Swimming Program 

Saskia H 56J 11/06 
Cleo K  FJ 12/06 
Aurelia A M FJ 13/06 
Ella B  56MC 15/06 
Archie R 12PR 16/06 
Parina L FM 17/06 
Harvey S 34A 17/06 
Lola C  12JC 19/06 
Clem T  34L 19/06 
Dylan Y 34T 21/06 
Nicholas T 56AJ 24/06 



Year 6 Report 
 

 

 

 
Hello, I am Gio and I am Katia 

 

We are the Year Six assembly 
leaders for last week’s assembly.  
 

We asked the students  
 

What is the most 
difficult subject? 

 

 

Isaac  from Foundation M said he thinks 
that maths is the hardest  
 

Emily from foundation M said she finds 
reading the most hard for her 
 

James from 1/2S said he finds computers 
hard  
 

Lily from 1/2S thinks that it’s hard to minus 
big numbers   
 

Cassius from 3/4T thinks inquiry is the 
most challenging subject. 
 

Daniel from 3/4S says Philosphy is tricky  
 

Sophie from 5/6J finds maths the most difficult subject 
 

Anna from 5/6AJ says maths because it is 
confusing. 
 

 
 



School Council Report 

Mid year here we are! Unbelievable right? 

 

It has been a busy term and there have been (and are) multiple things on the council’s 
agenda.   It was great to see the volunteers turn out for the election sausage sizzle, it was 
a day of great community spirit and thanks to all who helped. It was also fantastic to see 
the number of parents who attended the Challenging learning information evening. The 
contemporary teaching our staff offer is wonderful and we thank them for their ongoing 
commitment to ensuring our children are being offered every opportunity to grow and 
learn.  
 

Each month the council meets and as part of our governance framework we have a 
series of subcommittees to act as advisory bodies and help get the work done. These 
committees have not been reviewed for some time and so we are revising the terms of 
reference of the subcommittees to ensure they are contemporary and are aimed at 
ensuring the work happening in the committees is working to assist council to deliver 
what they need to. Meanwhile great work continues and anyone is welcome to join any of 
the subcommittees so if you are interested get in 
touch. 
The current committees are; 
• Education and policy subcommittee; 
• Buildings and ground subcommittee; 
• Finance subcommittee; 
• Fundraising subcommittee. 
In addition to the regular work of council which is 
assisted through the subcommittees we have also 
formed 2 working parties.  
 

One is the sustainability working party which was endorsed late last year and is being 
chaired by Michelle Bove’ to work with the committee, children and staff to develop the 
steps our school will do to work toward becoming a school. This is exciting stuff and so 
keep your eyes out for opportunities to be involved. 
 

The second working party is the Out of School Hours Care working group. One of the 
responsibilities of council is to enter into contracts and to manage OOSHC. The current 
contract is up for renewal at the end of 2019 and so work is being done to develop a plan 
for review and an assessment criterion for council to work through what will be best for 
school. Expect to see an opportunity for input/feedback a few weeks into next term 

.  
This month Council have also had the opportunity to provide feedback to the Albert Park 
reserve activation which is being coordinated along with the City of Port Phillip plans for 
the park energising the park end of Fitzroy st.  There have been some engaging 
conversations and many ideas. Parks Victoria have expressed a desire to remain focused 
on families and education and they along with COPP will be engaging with Neil and the 
staff to seek input from the children to ensure their voices are heard.  
 

Finally, council is continuing to work with Victorian School Building Authority on the 
redevelopment of the car park and hope to see some movement with this project next 
term. 
On behalf of council have a safe and happy Midyear break. 
 

Catherine Sharples, SKIPPS Council President 



Principal’s Report  
 

Challenging Learning Parent Information  
Following the success of George Telford's parent information session last month 
on growth mindset and challenging learning, we are aiming to continue to build  the 
partnership between home and school by sharing a series of resources in the 
coming weeks. 
 

Each fortnight we will send home a short, one page resource that we are asking 
families to discuss at home. The first one of these sets out the key ideas behind a 
growth mindset—what one is, what it looks like and how to develop it. 
 

These ideas relate to discussions that your child will have had in class with their 
teachers and so they should have some background knowledge that will allow you 
to talk to them and support the key ideas that we are embedding in our learning at 
school. 
 

Look out for the first discussion page 
coming home in bags this Friday. 
 

Boroondara Eisteddfod  
On Thursday 30th May, our school 
orchestra travelled to Hawthorn Town 
Hall to take part in the Boroondara 
Eisteddfod. 
 

It was a privilege to be able to attend 
alongside the orchestra and parent 
supporters and it was great to see 

our group perform in such a grand venue 
against some incredibly talented musicians and 
ensembles. 
 

The energy, creativity and inclusiveness of our 
orchestra was inspirational to see with a group 
made up of students from Year 1 to Year 6 
performing alongside groups with far older and 
more experienced musicians. I congratulate 
each of the 23 students attending for their 
courage to perform on such an illustrious stage. 
 

I also thank Michael Dolphin and the other 
SKiPPS parents for their time and support on 
the day. 
 

 



Principal’s Report—Continued 
 

A Smaller ‘wave’ 
Earlier in the year we asked our teachers to reflect on the different learning spaces 
in the school and think about what they like about each space, what makes it 
difficult to learn and teach in and what they would like to see changed 

 

This data was gathered by the Buildings and rounds sub-committee of School 
council who then started to prioritise some actions to helpo our students learn 
better. 
 

A first step was to address the ‘wave’ in the current 1/2S and 1/2L classrooms. This 
was created during our 2011 renovation works when a curved wall was placed 
across the middle of the room. Whilst this looked great, teachers have long found it 
difficult to work around due to its height. 
 

Two weekends ago we had a small team of parents who worked hard to reduce 
the height of this wall and so help our teachers and students. 
 

I would like to thank Paul Yates for 
his planning skills, Greg Manonian 
and Bass Henry for their joinery 
and building skills and Marko 
Vukobrat and Nemanja 
Milovanovic for their painitng. 
 

As you can see, the students in 
the class are very happy with the 
finished result. We are always 
looking for skilled and energetic 
parents to join our BAGS group to 
help us out with similar projects in 
the future. If you feel you can 
contribute, please get in touch with 
me.  
 

Fete 2020 
Progress continues in our initial preparations for a fourth ever school fete in 2020. 
we now have a date pencilled in (Saturday 29th February) and a small group of 
parents with some great ideas and incredible energy to make this fun event 
happen again.  
 

We are still VERY keen to hear from any parents who could help us out on any 
level to make the fete happen. 
 

If you are interested, we are holding a social catch up/meeting at the Bowls Club at 
6:30pm this coming Monday night (17th June). We hope to see you there.  

 



Principal’s Report—continued 
Semester One Student Reports 
As we hurtle towards the end of term, teachers are busy putting the finishing 
touches to end of semester student reports which will be distributed in the final 
week of term. These reports stand as a record of personal, social and academic 
student progress, achievement against Victorian Curriculum standards and to 
outline personal and learning goals for the second half of the school year. 
 

This year we have focused very much across the school on ‘growth’ and 
acknowledging progress made in learning alongside just recognising achievement. 
The reports allow you to see how much learning growth your child has made in the 
six months since their last school report. 
 

In addition to the Compass Report, you will also hopefully have logged into 
Seesaw using the details that we sent home a few weeks ago. The school are 
starting to use Seesaw to share images and videos of your child’s learning with 
regular updates and comments on their progress and learning goals.  
 

We believe that this is a far more effective way of helping parents to understand 
their child’s academic performance and the next steps in their learning. Done well, 
this system will support us to achieve our School strategic Plan Goal ‘To 
strengthen the partnership with the school community to achieve expected 
learning growth for all students’. 
 

If you have not yet logged in to Seesaw, we ask you to do this as soon as possible. 
 

For now, we are using Seesaw to communicate learning in Writing and our 
specialist areas (Library, Art, Performing arts and Italian). It is anticipated that we 
will eventually move all subject areas across to Seesaw and only provide a very 
brief end of semester report on Compass. 
 

We will be conducting parent/teacher interviews during week 4 of next term to 
allow you to meet with your child’s teacher and dscuss their goals for the rest of 
the school year. 
 
SKiPPS Swimming Program 
This week you would have received a notice home (including a first aid form) and 
electronic communication via Compass regarding your child’s participation in our 
swimming program this year. 
 

Our Year 3-6 students will attend five 60-minute lessons during week 1 of next 
term (15th—19th July) , followed by our F-2 students attending ten 45-minute 
lessons in the following two weeks.  
 

Participation in the programs an expected part of our school curriculum and we ask 
families to make payment and provide consent on compass and return their first 
aid forms to class teachers ASAP. 
 

Neil Scott, Principal 



Assistant Principal’s Report  
 
My News  
  
Last year I was nominated by my principal at my then school—Moonee Ponds 
West Primary to complete a Graduate Diploma in Principal Preparation. This 
professional development opportunity involved a lot of professional reading and 
completing a six week internship at another school, working under the supervision 
of a mentor principal.  Each Friday this term I have been completing the remaining 
twelve days of this internship by shadowing my mentor principal at Altona Prep– 
Year 10 College.  It is very different to work at a school where there are big kids, 
up to 16 years old, with many of the boys taller than me. What is interesting 
however is to see the transition of the grade six students into Year 7 and witness 
how independent they are, managing an extensive   curriculum and timetable. Last 
Friday I was asked to supervise a Forensic Science Year 11 VCE class, lucky for 
me I didn't have to teach the subject, only support students in researching their 
topic of investigation!  I also supervised make up tests for Year 3, 5, 7 &9 NAPLAN 
tests simultaneously.  I am continuing to learn about the many multi-faceted skills 
principals require and appreciate  how lucky we are here at SKiPPS to have a 
small school as most Prep – Year 10 ( up to Year 12) schools well  exceed 1200 or 
more students and have  approximately 200 plus staff.  
 

LEARNING STARTS AT 9.OOAM  
  

Did you know that students who are half an hour late each day miss the equivalent 
of 16.6 days each year plus any other absent days? We have recommenced ‘Beat 
the Bell’ in Term 2 with the aim to decrease the number of students who arrive late 
to school and for all students and parents/carers to be aware that learning Starts at 
9.00am. I will be collecting the late arrival data at the end of each week and 
reporting this at Monday assembly. This year there is an even bigger incentive for 
the grade that has the least amount of explained and unexplained late arrivals with 
the prize including a small gift for each student in the grade and a fun afternoon of 
activities at the end of term. In addition, one lucky student from the winning grade 
will be chosen to ring the hand held original school bell at the conclusion of 
Monday assembly. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Bove, Assistant Principal 



Change to Garden Club Day:Change to Garden Club Day:Change to Garden Club Day:Change to Garden Club Day:    
The garden club has now been changed  
to Thursday’s. All welcome! 
 

In the kitchen:In the kitchen:In the kitchen:In the kitchen:    
The Year 3/4 students have been cooking up 
storm with some of the winter vegetables from  
our garden and making some  minestrone with 
pappardelle pasta to keep them warm.  



Minestrone Soup 
 
Ingredients: 
 

• 8 kale leaves shredded 
• 6 medium sized potatoes diced. 
• 600g cooked borllotti   beans 
• 2x can tomatoes 400 g 
• 6 tbl spn olive oil 
• 4 silver beet leaves shredded 
• 3 carrots diced 
• 3 celery stalks 
• 3 leek 
• 5 garlic cloves 
• 6 litres vegetable stock. 
• 2 sprigs of thyme 
• 2 sprigs rosemary 
• 6 sprigs parsley 
• 2 bay leaf 
• salt and pepper to taste 
• fettuccini 400g (made by the students) 
 

This recipe will make about 8 serves of soup or 25 tastings 



Method: 
 
1. Wash the kale, silver beet, celery, parsley , 

rosemary and thyme.  
 
2. Remove the central stem of the kale and finely 
shred. 
 
3. Remove the stems of the silverbeet Dice the 

stem and shred the leaves. 

 

4. Peel and finely dice the carrot, potato and leek 

into 1 cm pieces. Dice the celery into 1 cm pieces. 

 

5. Peel and thinly slice the garlic cloves. Remove the 

thyme leaves from their stems.  

 

6. Heat oil in a large saucepan over medium heat, 

add silverbeet stems, carrot, celery and leek and 

fry until just softened (5 minutes). 

 

7.Add garlic, fry until tender (2-3 minutes), then 

add drained  borlotti beans, canned tomatoes and 

remaining ingredients, bring to the boil and season 

to taste. 

 



8. Reduce heat to low-medium and simmer until all 

ingredients are soft. 

 

9. Finley chop the parsley and sprinkle over the 

Minestrone soup. 

 

10. Finally add the freshly prepared and cooked pas-

ta to the soup and serve. 



Garden Club Garden Club Garden Club Garden Club     
 
I am excited to introduce SKiPPS Garden Club! 
This term, the Waste Warriors have taken the  
initiative to “lean up” our garden and school 
grounds. 
It is inspiring, and a big thank you to see your  
wonderful effort caring for the SKiPPS garden. 
 
Nikki 
 
 



 


















