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Notes Home/ 

On Compass 
 
17th May Seesaw information 
21st May Foundation M letter regarding  
  Changes 
21st May Orchestra Boroondara Eisteddfod 
  information 
28th May Yr 5/6 AFL Gala Day information 

Important Dates 

Tue 28th May             Division Cross Country 

Fri 31st May Curriculum Day 

Mon 3rd June Yr 5/6 ‘Living & Growing’ Program 

Mon 10th 
June 

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Fri 14th June Yr 5/6 AFL Gala Day 

Mon 17th June Yr 5/6 ‘Living & Growing’ Program 

Mon 24th June Yr 5/6 ‘Living & Growing’ Program 

Fri 28th June Last Day Term 2 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 15th July First Day Term 3 

Fri 20th Sep Last Day Term 3 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 7th Oct First Day Term 4 

6th & 7th Dec Dad’s Camp 

Fri 20th Dec Last Day Term 4 - 1:30pm finish 

Thu 20th June Regional Cross Country 

Fri 21st June Tommy Lahiff Cup - Girls 

Thu 27th June Tommy Lahiff Cup - Boys 

Thu 30th May Orchestra - Boroondara  
Eisteddfod 

Mary F  34L 28/05 
Tobias B 56MC 28/05 
Cooper C FM 29/05 
Olive B-S 12S 29/05 
Cleo G  12S 03/06 
Lucinda M 12S 03/06 
Jamie B FM 04/06 
Audrey M 56H 04/06 
Eve H  12S 06/06 
Keziah R 34S 07/06 
Jake L  56H 08/06 
Ines W  34T 09/06 



Year 6 Report 
 

 

 

 

Hello, I am Emka and I am Dali  
 

We are the Year Six assembly 
leaders for last week’s assembly.  

 

We asked the students  

What is your Favourite 
Subject? 

 

 

Hugo from Foundation J said he is 
enjoying Italian as learning a new 

language is lots of fun.  
 

Emiko from foundation J said Art 
because it is fun and I love to draw. 

 

Aliah from 1/2JC said Writing 
because she loves books and 

narratives  
 

Jude from 1/2JC loves Art—
making stuff and drawing stuff  

 

Jagger from 3/4T said he loves ICT 
because he loves computers. 

 

Dylan from 5/6AJ likes Performing 
Arts because he likes acting as it is 

one of his future jobs  
 

Stella from 5/6H loves Maths because it is fun 
and she likes doing mathematical equations and 

difficult problems. 
 



 

Year 6 Report 
Hello, I am Sophie and I am 

Harvey  
 

We are the Year Six assembly 
leaders for last week’s assembly.  

 

We asked the students  

What is Your Favourite 
Thing to do Outside of School ? 

 

Cleo from Foundation J said she 
likes doing the monkey bars.  

 

Jamie from foundation M loves 
playing basketball. 

 

Willow from 1/2PR said she 
enjoys playing with her friends. 

 

Smith from 1/2JC likes playing 
Cops and Robbers.  

 

Jemima from 3/4B said she loves 
to read 

 

Aston from 3/4A said he loves to 
play footy.  

 

Kennedy from 5/6AJ likes to play 
different sports. 

 

Stella from 5/6H said she likes to 

do fencing in her spare time.  

 

 



Principal’s Report  
 

Challenging Learning Parent Information Evening 

I would like to say a huge thank you to the many parents and carers who 
came to the school last Wednesday evening 
for our Challenging Learning parent 
information session, led by George Telford. 
The turnout of almost 150 parents was far 
larger than we had been expecting and it was 
great to see so many of you engaging with 
the key educational direction of the school. 
 

During the session, George outlined many of the key messages and 
directions that he has been working with SKiPPS staff on for the last 
year. In particular, he spent time discussing the importance of having a 
growth mindset — a belief that you can grow your learning in a 
particular area. 

 

He talked about the importance of challenge and 
the role that praise and the language that we use 
with our children plays in making them effective, 
self-motivated and resilient learners.  
 

The level of parent 
engagement with these 

ideas and the feedback received since has been 
great to see and has made many parents and staff 
members reflect on the way that we talk about 
challenge, setbacks and learning with children. 
 

The slides from the presentation  and a video of the night will be made 
available shortly on our brand new website which will be launching in the 
next week or two. We will let parents know where they can find it once 
this goes live. 
 

Seesaw 

We have also received some positive initial 
feedback on the introduction of Seesaw—our 
brand new system for sharing student learning 
progress with parents. So far you are able to see 
your child’s progress and learning goals in 
Writing so far this year. This will be updated in the next few weeks to 
show their work in Italian, Art, Performing Arts and Library. 



Principal’s Report—Continued 
 

Curriculum Day this Friday 

A reminder that this Friday (31st May) is a curriculum day for staff at the 
school and students will not be required. Staff will be spending this day 
analysing student learning data and writing end of semester reports 
which will be sent home 
via Compass in the final 
week of term. 
 

As always, OSH Club will 
be running a full-day 
program for families who 
require childcare on the 
day. Places can be 
booked for the day via the 
OSH CLUB website, https://www.oshclub.com.au/st-kilda-park-primary-

school-vic/  
 

Sausage Sizzle and Cake Stall 
Last weekend’s Federal Election saw our parent community swing into 
action to run the Australian tradition of a sausage sizzle and cake stall at 
the school. 
 

We would like to thank the 68 parents who volunteered their time to staff 
the stalls and to the countless more who baked and donated cakes for 
us to sell. It was great to see the level of fun and social connection that 
this event created for our community and we are blown away by the final 
profit figure of $3687.  

 

This money will be used by 
the school to upgrade and 
improve our classroom ICT 
resources, in particular 
beginning the process of 
replacing our Interactive 
Whiteboards. 
 

Overall, I would like to thank 
Catherine Sharples for co-

ordinating the event, including 
pulling a ten hour day at the 
school to oversee things. 



Principal’s Report—continued 

 

Orchestra Grant—Boroondara Eisteddfood 

As Michael Dolphin explains in more detail on the next page, these are 
exciting times for our wonderful SKiPPS Orchestra. Last Thursday, they 
performed at the Bendigo Bank ceremony to mark their award of the 
community grant that they recently recievde. 
 

In addition, they are performing this Thursday morning at the Boroondara 
Eisteddfod and again, later this term at theSt Kilda Town Hall for the 
combined schools winter concert. 
 

Trivia Night? 

One of the major social and fundraising events 
on our school calendar has long been out 
popular Parent Trivia Night, held each winter at 
the St Kilda Town Hall. 
 

Following feedback from parents, we are 
excited to announce that this year’s event will 
be a 1990s themed Gala evening. Further 
details will follow in the next couple of weeks 
but please mark Saturday 3rd August in your 
diaries now and book your babysitters for what will be a great evening.   
 

Parents Battle of the Bands 

Last Thursday also saw our parents band ‘Parental as Anything’ compete 
in the second-ever ‘Parents' Battle of the Bands’ at the Prince Bandroom.  
 

Faced with stiff competition from some incredible acts from the parents of 
our neighbouring primary schools, our SKiPPS parents faced down the 
pressure and brought the trophy back home with a blistering closing set. A 
huge thank you to the 140 SKiPPS parents who attended and to the band 
themselves for such a great performance. 
 

Compass Sickbay 

There has been a slight change to our school sickbay procedures. From 
now on, when a student attends the sickbay with a bruise, bump or 
complaint, this will be entered into Compass and an email will 
automatically generate to let you know what has happened.  
 

If we believe the issue to be seious or if a student needs to go home then 
we will still make a phone call so these emails are for your information 
only. 

Neil Scott, Principal 



SKIPPS Orchestra – music on the move. 
 

Last Thursday evening at The Mission Caters Rooftop Venue we were the fortunate 
recipients of a Bendigo Bank community grant from the Windsor branch. We were 
invited to perform prior to the presentation and other beneficiaries included: Prahran 
Mechanics Library, Star Health, Stonnington Toy Library and Uniting Care Prahran 
Mission. 
 

Ably represented by a 
reduced orchestra and 
encouraged by the Mayor of 
Stonnington’s (Steve 
Stefanopoulos) motivation 
of the attendees to dance to 
our rendition of Octopuses 
Garden, the performance 
affirmed the bank’s decision 
as a clear demonstration of 

engaging kids with music and all the benefits that flow from that.  
 
This Thursday the orchestra will compete in the City of Boroondara eisteddfod at the 
Hawthorn Arts Centre which is great opportunity for the members to experience this 
level of performance and also see their peers in action. This is the third occasion we’ve 
competed in the event so wish us luck! We’re entered in the Primary School Large Mixed 
Ensemble commencing at 11.30am 
for those parents interested in 
attending.  
 
Also on the orchestra calendar is 
the Inter-school Winter Concert 
to be held on June 12 at the St 
Kilda Town Hall. Staged each year 
it combines all of our local 
primary schools and gives space 
to all students involved in the 
performing arts to share their work. It’s an event that gives primary school kids 
engaged with music a big stage and a big audience.  
 
SKIPPS Orchestra is parent-led and welcomes all kids irrespective of their age or 
ability, and we rehearse every Monday morning at 8.00am.  
If you’re interested in your child joining contact me at: michael.dolphin@iinet.net.au or 
0417 014 505 
 
Thanks! 
Michael Dolphin  (Juliette 5/6H)  



 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report  

 

EVERY DAY COUNTSEVERY DAY COUNTSEVERY DAY COUNTSEVERY DAY COUNTS    
Yesterday Neil and I a�ended Yesterday Neil and I a�ended Yesterday Neil and I a�ended Yesterday Neil and I a�ended ‘‘‘‘Improving School A�endance in Primary SchoolsImproving School A�endance in Primary SchoolsImproving School A�endance in Primary SchoolsImproving School A�endance in Primary Schools’ ’ ’ ’ 

workshop by the Department of Educa#on which focused on the importance of students workshop by the Department of Educa#on which focused on the importance of students workshop by the Department of Educa#on which focused on the importance of students workshop by the Department of Educa#on which focused on the importance of students 

being at school on #me every day and maintaining a 90 % a�endance rate every year. being at school on #me every day and maintaining a 90 % a�endance rate every year. being at school on #me every day and maintaining a 90 % a�endance rate every year. being at school on #me every day and maintaining a 90 % a�endance rate every year. 

Upon examining the current a�endance data for 2019 it is apparent that SKiPPS is not Upon examining the current a�endance data for 2019 it is apparent that SKiPPS is not Upon examining the current a�endance data for 2019 it is apparent that SKiPPS is not Upon examining the current a�endance data for 2019 it is apparent that SKiPPS is not 

achieving this for many students. The school will adopt the following strategies to achieving this for many students. The school will adopt the following strategies to achieving this for many students. The school will adopt the following strategies to achieving this for many students. The school will adopt the following strategies to 

support improved a�endance data:support improved a�endance data:support improved a�endance data:support improved a�endance data:    

    

• Beat the Bell will be re-introduced with the winning class being announced every 

Monday at Assembly.  

• Unexplained student absences will be followed up daily with a phone call to 

parents. 

• Le�ers to parents will be sent home twice each term reques#ng reasons why 

students have extended unexplained absences.  

    

Primary School A�endancePrimary School A�endancePrimary School A�endancePrimary School A�endance    

    

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your childGoing to school every day is the single most important part of your childGoing to school every day is the single most important part of your childGoing to school every day is the single most important part of your child’’’’s educa#on. Students learn new s educa#on. Students learn new s educa#on. Students learn new s educa#on. Students learn new 

things are school every day things are school every day things are school every day things are school every day ––––    missing school puts them behind. missing school puts them behind. missing school puts them behind. missing school puts them behind.     

Why itWhy itWhy itWhy it’’’’s important s important s important s important     

We all want our students to get a great educa#on, and the building blocks for a great 

educa#on begin with students coming to school each and every day. 

If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that 

will set them up for success in the later years of school. 

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts 

them behind, and can affect their educa#onal outcomes. 

Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, 

wri#ng and reading. 

 

Ge9ng in earlyGe9ng in earlyGe9ng in earlyGe9ng in early    

    
A�endance pa�erns are established early – a child regularly missing days in 

kindergarten or in the early years of school will o:en con#nue to miss classes in the 

later years, and receive lower test scores than their classmates. It’s vital that students 

go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school. 



What we can doWhat we can doWhat we can doWhat we can do    
    
The main reasons for absence are: 

 

SicknessSicknessSicknessSickness – There are always #mes when students need to miss school, such as when 

they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and se9ng 

good sleep pa�erns, ea#ng well and exercising regularly can make a big difference. 

It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during 

the term if it can be avoided.  

 

Day offDay offDay offDay off – Think twice before le9ng your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind 

their classmates – every day counts. “ 

    

TruancyTruancyTruancyTruancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s 

permission. There can be many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for 

schools and parents to work together. 

 If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school 

to ensure they don’t fall behind: 

Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to 

keep up. 

Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes 

the plan. 

 

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom 

teacher as early as possible. 

Openly communica#ng with your child's school about all absences is a good way to 

prevent a�endance issues being escalated to a School A�endance Officer. A School 

A�endance Officer is a Department of Educa#on and Early Childhood Development 

Regional Director who has authority to follow up a�endance issues. A�endance issues that 

are escalated can lead to an Infringement No#ce. I f you’re having a�endance issues with 

your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get your 

child to school every day. 

Further informa#on Further informa#on Further informa#on Further informa#on     

For more informa#on and resources to help address a�endance issues, visit: 

www.educa#on.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/studenta�endance.aspx  

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Bove, Assistant Principal 
 



The year 3/4 students have been enjoying making  

pasta in the Kitchen Garden program and looking a�er  

their broad beans which they planted in the first 2  

weeks of term 2. 

 

The year 5 students have also enjoyed a cooking  

session and some students worked together to create a tepee in the 

garden. 

 

The Menu for the past 2 weeks has been: 

 

• Beetroot and carrot salad with quinoa 

• Pumpkin and potato gnocchi 
• Rosemary focaccia 
• Fruit crumble 
 
Vegetables harvested from the garden: 

 

• Beetroots 

• Potato 

• Pumpkin 

• Parsley 

• Celery 
• Leeks 
• Rosemary 
 

For the next 2 weeks ( 28/5/19 to 5/6/19), the students will be busy 

plan6ng winter vegetables in the garden, and in the kitchen a group 

of students will making a minestrone soup and some rosemary  

focaccia for us all to share. 

 

I hope all the year 3/4 students are wearing warm clothing as it will 

be cold for the next couple of days in the garden. 

 
On the 4/6/19 the year 5 students from 5/6 H and 5/6 MC will be 
cooking and gardening with us.  
  

Happy Cooking and Gardening 

Be9y and Nikki 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 










