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Notes Home/ 

On Compass 
 
23rd Apr Yr 3 & Yr 5 NAPLAN information 
23rd Apr Yr 3/4 AFL expo information 
26th Apr Yr 6 to Yr 7 transition information 
26th Apr SKiPPS Market Day form 
29th Apr Yrs 3-6 District Cross Country information 

Important Dates 

Thu 2nd May Yr 3/4 AFL expo 

Tue 7th May            District Cross Country 

Tue 28th May             Division Cross Country 

Fri 31st May Curriculum Day 

Mon 10th June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Fri 28th June Last Day Term 2 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 15th July First Day Term 3 

Fri 20th Sep Last Day Term 3 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 7th Oct First Day Term 4 

6th & 7th Dec Dad’s Camp 

Fri 20th Dec Last Day Term 4 - 1:30pm finish 

Fri 14th June Yr 5/6 AFL Gala Day 

Fri 10th May     SKiPPS  
        Market Day 

Audrey S 34A 30/04 
Jessica G 34S 30/04 
Charlotte G 34T 30/04 
Iris R  34T 30/04 
Indigo B FM 04/05 
Evie B  12PR 05/05 
Anna F  56AJ 06/05 
Emiko B FJ 08/05 
Zach S  56MC 09/05 
Rhys K  34B 10/05 
Hennessy H 56MC 10/05 
Millie A-E 56MC 10/05 
Gabriel F 34L 11/05 
Noah P 34A 11/05 
James B 46AJ 11/05 
Meng Di C 12L 12/05 
Alice R R 56H 12/05 
Jack J  56H 12/05 



 

Year 6 Report 

 
Hello, I am Jessie, and I am Sun. We are the Year Six leaders for last 

week’s assembly. 
 

This week we asked students across the 
school; 

 

“What are you looking 
forward to in Term 2?” 

 

In Foundation we interviewed Violet from Foundation J, 
she said, “I’m looking forward to learning 

stuff with my friend Milly.”  
 

We also interviewed Archie from Foundation 
M, he said “I’m looking forward to playing 

different sports”. 
 

In 1/2 we interviewed Paloma from 1/2PR, 
she said “I’m excited for Art with Chantel”.   

 

Blake from 1/2JC, said “I’m excited to do 
more Art projects”. 

 

In 3/4 we interviewed Tallulah from 3/4L, she 
said “I’m so excited for market day and other 

upcoming events.”.  
 

We also interviewed Chester from 3/4T, he 
said “I’m excited for the market day stall so I 

can sponge the teacher”. 
 

In 5/6 we interviewed Thy from 5/6H, she 
said “I’m excited to do and see my results for 

NAPLAN”.  
 

Harvey from 5/6AJ said “I’m looking 
forward to being a leader and to have fun.” 



Principal’s Report  
 

A time for celebration 

As we begin Term 2 and summer fades away, thoughts at school start to turn to NAPLAN 
testing, completed by all Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 children across Australia in the middle of May.  
 

The discussion and debate around NAPLAN is often heated and it is fair to say that very 
few teachers or school staff are big fans of the narrow focus it has on a particular type of 
Literacy and Numeracy knowledge.  
 

We always acknowledge what NAPLAN doesn’t tell us about a child and, as a school, we 
place huge value on the creativity, critical thinking, social and emotional skills, 
communication, teamwork, determination, empathy and artistic ability which these tests 
can’t measure but are just as important in the long-run. 
 

As a Principal, I take far more satisfaction from the wonderfully rounded, curious and 
emotionally intelligent students that I see in every classroom than I do from the NAPLAN 
data that is published every September. For this reason we take an approach at SKiPPS 
that calmly prepares our students to do their best on NAPLAN but in no way teaches to 
the test, overwhelms or increases the anxiety of our students at this time of the year. 
 

However, the system that we work within does place great importance on the NAPLAN 
scores and it is fair to say that they do offer a useful snapshot of academic performance 
that allows us get an indication of how we are doing on an individual and whole school 
level. They allow us to measure the growth that our students make in between Years 3 
and 5 and pinpoint areas of the curriculum where we should better focus our teaching and 
learning. 
 

Even more controversial than NAPLAN is the ‘My School’ website launched by the 
Government to allow parents to understand schools’ academic performance and make 
comparisons between different schools in the Government, Catholic and Private sectors. 
Over the Easter break this site was updated with 2018 NAPLAN data which can be found 
here https://www.myschool.edu.au/school/44470/naplan/numbers 

 

Whilst no one likes a show-off, looking at our 2018 data for both Year 3 and Year 5 we 
are incredibly proud of our level of performance. Our data is substantially above state 
averages and clearly outperforms many highly prestigious local Private and Catholic 
schools who are seen by many as more ‘academic’ and who charge parents far larger 
fees.  

The Government School system in Victoria is currently booming and it is great to be 
playing a part and seeing academic results such as these whilst also offering so much 
else for your children. I would like to congratulate our incredible teaching staff and 
wonderful students for their hard work. 



Principal’s Report  
Parent Information Evening—George Telford 

As you will read on the next page of this newsletter, we are excited to be hosting a 
special information evening for all of our parents, carers and community members 
on the 22nd May at 6:30pm. 
 

The evening will be led by George Telford, an ex-school Principal and educational 
Consultant for a company called Challenging Learning. He event will be around the 
key ideas of Challenge and Growth Mindset. George will describe the attitudes and 
behaviours that resilient, adaptable learners demonstrate and the ways that we 
can develop them. He will talk about our SKiPPS ‘Language of Learning’ and how, 
working as a partnership between school and home, we can build confident and 
capable lifelong learners. 
 

Please book your free ticket for this evening at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
challenging-learning-information-evening-tickets-61082727081 

 

A new way to Report 
A key aim for our school set out in our current School Strategic Plan, is to build a 
stronger relationship between school and home which better allows parents to 
understand their child’s current learning goals so they can offer appropriate 
support. We have identified that our current system of student reports, with two 
long, formal reports each year do not really help us to achieve this.  
 

To address this, the school has spent the last 18 months researching other 
systems that would allow us to better share student work, communicate current 
student goals and the progress being made in learning in a more ongoing and 
regular way. 
 

We have identified Seesaw as the system best designed to meet these needs. 
This system is already used successfully by many other schools across Melbourne 
and provides an online journal approach that allows students and teachers to 
upload photos and videos of student work for parents to view them. Teachers can 
then add comments and goals and provide an ongoing record of student progress 
that parents can then access and discuss with their child. This work can be added 
at any time with no need to wait until June and December for the school to let you 
know how your child is doing. 
 

Further details of the system can be found at https://web.seesaw.me/parents and 
the app can be downloaded from the Apple and  Android app stores. We will be 
starting this year by sharing writing samples, progress and learning goals for 
student writing (one of our main 
curriculum priorities). Further 
information including personalised 
login details will be sent home in the 
next couple of weeks to allow you to 
login and view your child’s learning 
growth this year. 



Principal’s Report—continued 

A 2020 School Fete? 

One of the highpoints of our school calendar for the last six years has been our 
amazing school fetes in 2014, 216 and 2018. these events have been huge 
successes and great community events and we would love to offer a similar fete or 
school fair in 2020.  
 

Our previous fetes have only happened thanks to the commitment of a large group 
of parents getting involved to co-ordinate everything from rides to drinks, from 
silent auction to entertainment, from stalls to bunting. 
 

Whilst the event has always followed a particular format, there is no reason why 
we can’t rethink this for next year and plan and stage something really different. As 
well as hard work, involvement in the fete also offers a great opportunity to build 
new connections and friendships, be creative with new ideas and to have a lot of 
fun. If you ae at all interested in getting involved then we are holding an initial 
meeting on Monday 13th May at 6pm in the staffroom to gauge interest and 
hopefully get the ball rolling for another great event. Please RSVP to Neil on  
scott.neil.n@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

Help needed - Soft fall spreading 

This Thursday (2nd May) at 4:30pm we 
are seeking any parents or friends of 
the school to come along and help us 
spread a delivery of softfall mulch under 
our school playground.  
 

From time to time this needs topping up 
to ensure adequate depth and a soft 
landing for children playing on the 
equipment. The school will provide the 
wheelbarrows, shovels and rakes - if 
you can spare 30 minutes to help then 
we would love to see you here! We will meet down at the playground at 4:30pm.  
 

CEO Sleepout 
We are incredibly proud that Marion Mays, one of our SKiPPS parents is an 
ambassador for this year’s Vinnie’s CEO Sleepout program. This year Marion 
will be joined by Somerset (5/6J) in sleeping out to help develop awareness and 
raise funds for the St Vincent de Paul Society to support Australians in need. They 
would appreciate support and donations from our school community at https://
www.ceosleepout.org.au/fundraisers/marion-mays/melbourne 

 

Neil Scott, Principal 



 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, Dear Parents and Carers, Dear Parents and Carers, Dear Parents and Carers,     
 

A key part of our current School Strategic Plan is to focus on our attitudes towards 
learning and to embed a Growth mindset across our school community.  Since the 
start of 2017, our staff have been working alongside George TelfordGeorge TelfordGeorge TelfordGeorge Telford, an education 
consultant from Challenging Learning Challenging Learning Challenging Learning Challenging Learning to better understand these ideas and 
implement them into our classrooms. 
 
This work has helped us to understand that these ideas and attitudes are 
embedded primarily through the language that we use around learning. With input 
from staff and members of the student body we have been developing a SKIPPS 
Language of Learning. A Language of Learning is a list of key words and phrases, 
which show what we value in learning and represent the behaviours and attitudes 
we wish to promote and develop.  
 
Our aim over the next 
three years is to make 
these key words and 
phrases an important 
part of our everyday 
language and for us as 
teachers to model the 
behaviours and 
attitudes we want to 
instill in our learners. 
 
Each item on the list will be unpacked within the classroom so that students 
understand their meaning and their importance.  They will become part of our goal 
setting, our daily discussions and our reflective practices. 
 
Over time, we believe that in using an embedding this language, we will also be 
embedding behaviours and attitudes which will foster the growth of our students as 
resilient, adaptable, self-aware members of society who are ready to take on any 
challenge which comes their way.  
 
This language and thinking does not stop at the school gates. As parents and 
carers we will be reaching out to you to support understanding and use of this 
language so these values and behaviour are encouraged and reinforced in all 
learning situations.  
 
We invite and encourage all of our community to attend a special information special information special information special information 
evening led by George Telford at 6:30pm on the 22nd May in the Performing Arts evening led by George Telford at 6:30pm on the 22nd May in the Performing Arts evening led by George Telford at 6:30pm on the 22nd May in the Performing Arts evening led by George Telford at 6:30pm on the 22nd May in the Performing Arts 
Room.Room.Room.Room. During this session George will unpack and explain many of these ideas in 
more detail and provide ways you can support your child to become a better 
learner. 
Please secure your place by RSVP-ing at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
challenging-learning-information-evening-tickets-61082727081 

SKiPPS 
 

Language of Learning 





OSH Club Newsletter 
 

PROGRAM UPDATE                                                                                                               
WEEK ENDING 26/04/19   
 

This week we discussed about our vacation care and the children also got to know 
about the importance of ANZAC day. We planned our week to celebrate cultural  
diversity program into our service. The children were given a task in which  
matching questions with right answers was required, while Foundation children  
were provided dot to dot sheets. The children really enjoyed the given task. We  
also enjoyed beading this week. For this activity pipe cleaners were in use and  
children made beautiful bracelets and necklaces out of beading.  
 

On our last day of the week we created little button mushroom houses. For this  
activity we used recycled cereal boxes, cups and paints to finalize them. Our  
children were so excited to take their mushroom houses home! 
 

Topic of interest for this week: POPPY FLOWER 

 

On behalf of ANZAC DAY celebrations, we created a beautiful poppy flower collage 
for our OSHClub, everyone takes this opportunity as pride and participated to 
make a big collage. For this activity we used cupcake cake cases, pop sticks, 
Crush papers and some glittery beads.  
 

List of the activities performed this week: 
 

• Beading 

• Building Blocks 

• Dot to Dot sheet 
• Quiz questionnaire 

• Poppy flower art 
• Mushroom House   
• The night at the museum 

• Soccer 
• Basket ball  
• Cricket 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Our OSH Club helpers 
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Let’s do some beading   Our Poppy flowers 

 

 

 

                                  

Quiz Competition     Anzac Day Stall 
 

 

 

   

                                          

      Mushroom Houses  
 

  

      


















