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Notes Home/On 

Compass 
Foundation Staffing Arrangements 
Year 6 GRIP Leadership 
Year 5/6 Tee-Ball Gala Day 

Important Dates 

Fri 1st Mar 1/2PR & 1/2JC Ripponlea Excursion 

Mon 4th Mar 1/2S & 1/2L Ripponlea Excursion 

Thu 7th Mar School Photos 

Mon 11th Mar Labour Day Public Holiday 

Fri 15th Mar Grand Prix Curriculum Day 

Fri 22nd Mar Ride to school day 

Fri 29th Mar Yr 5/6 T-ball Gala Day 

Fri 5th Apr Athletics Day 

Fri 5th Apr Last Day Term 1 - 2:30pm finish 

Tue 23rd Apr First Day Term 2 

Fri 28th June Last Day Term 2 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 15th July First Day Term 3 

Wed 13th Mar Year 6 GRIP Leadership 

Fri 20th Sep Last Day Term 3 - 2:30pm finish 

Mon 7th Oct First Day Term 4 

6th & 7th Dec Save the date! - Dad’s Camp 

Anna B 12S 01/03 
Hugo B FJ 03/03 
Bas W  12L 04/03 
Sophie  K 34S 04/03 
Kyah G 34A 05/03 
Remy H 34L 05/03 
Fleur W 34B 05/03 
Gabby K FM 06/03 
Max D  12PR 06/03 
Violet A FJ 07/03 
Chloe S FJ 07/03 
Veneta A 12JC 09/03 
Stevan P 56MC 09/03 



 

Year 6 Report 

Hello, I am Arabella, I am Jack and I 
am Sofia. And we were the Year Six 
assembly leaders for the last two 
weeks.  
 

This week in Maths the Foundation 
students have been learning to 
order numbers up to 10. In Literacy they are learning the sounds and names of E, H, 
B and M and form letters correctly using upper and lower case letters to write names 
and retell events using the correct language. In sport they are developing 
fundamental skills of running and jumping. In Inquiry they have been looking at me 
bags and why they are so special to them. In Philosophy they are changing their 
mindset from I can’t do this, to I can’t do this yet.  
 

This week in Writing, the 1/2s are beginning to learn the structure and purpose of 
writing a recount. In Maths they are learning about place value, months and seasons. 
In Reading, they are learning to connect text using prior knowledge. 
 

This week in Maths, the 3/4s are reading large numbers, rounding and working on 
their individual maths goals. In Writing, they are writing fairy tales from different 
perspectives. In Literacy they are trying to find the main idea. 
 

This week in Maths the Year 5/6s are finishing tallying everyone in their class then 
creating strip and pie charts to put all together on one poster. In P.E. we have been 
practising our T.ball skills for our Gala Day that we will be doing soon. In Inquiry, we 
have been introduced to our topic for this term, ‘How do we make the world more 
sustainable?’  
 

Specialists:  
This week in Visual arts, we have been putting final touches on our Valentine’s 
themed art. Across the school we have looked at the art of Robert Indiana, Chris 
Uphues and Jim Dine. 
 

In Italian, In Italian the Foundation students are learning about Pinocchio and  are 
singing a song about how he was made. The 1/2s are learning ‘Boungiorno/ 
Bounasera’ song and our term topic is ‘famiglia’ (family). The 3/4s are learning about 
La Cuccina (the kitchen) and the 5/6s are learning about Italian verbs and writing a 
rap in Italian describing themselves. 
 

For Performing Arts, the 5/6s have organised themselves into their own small groups 
to create instrumental pieces using the chords C, F, Am, G. 
   
For Library, the 5/6s are reading and ‘storm boy’. 3/4s are reading ‘Midnight at the 
Library’. 1/2s are doing `Elmer again’ and discussing how we are different to each 
other. Foundations are getting used to their routines and procedures of the Library.  

Arabella B (5/6H), Jack B (5/6M) and Sofia M-M (5/6M) 



Principal’s Report 

Jazz in the Park 2019 

Thanks to everyone who attended our 
annual Jazz in the Park evening on 
Tuesday of this week. It was an 
incredible night and it was particularly 
great to see so many families old and 
new having fun on such a warm 
summer evening.  
 

I found out on the evening from Susan 
Bishop that it was the 25th Jazz in the 
Park. The fact that the event has 
survived and grown and become such a 
lovely way to mark the start of the 
school year is testament to the strength 
of our school community and a beautiful 
tradition that we should all be proud of. 
 

The evening was a huge success on lots of levels with new social connections 
made, lots of fun had  as well as raising 
around $8500 for the school.  
 

This money will be spent upgrading the digital 
technologies and interactive whiteboards in 
the school this year.  
 

Thanks especially to the 100 parents who 
volunteered their time to make the event 
happen, the parents and children who baked 
cakes for our cake stall and especially to 
SKiPPA, our wonderful parents association for 
organising the entire night. The whole 
community made us proud. 
 

School Council nominations—a last 
chance… 

Whilst we are talking about the strength of our 
community and the wonderful involvement we 
see from our families, Nominations for parents 

to join our SKiPPS School Council close today (Friday 1st March) at 4pm. 
 

Like all government schools in Victoria, SKiPPS has a school council.  
 

School Council is a group that sets the key directions of a school and so is able to 
directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 
School Council is made up of a mixture of parents and staff members who meet 
eight times a year to discuss, review and set this direction. 



Principal’s Report —continued 
 

We currently have six parent vacancies on our School Council and are keen to 
receive nominations from any parents who may be 
interested in helping out and finding out more about how 
the school operates.  
 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints 
and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction 
of the school. Those parents who become active on a 
school council find their involvement satisfying and may 
also find that their children feel a greater sense of 
belonging. 
 

We are asking all of our parents (whether new to the 
school or not) to consider nominating for School Council. 
Forms are available from the office or to download from 
Compass or Konnective. They must be returned to the 
school in person or via email by 4pm this afternoon.  

 

A Special Visitor 
We had a very special visitor to our kitchen garden program on Tuesday of this 
week. Stephanie Alexander, the godmother of school kitchen garden programs, 
dropped into SKIPPS to take part in the session with 3/4S.  
 

Stephanie enjoyed 
visiting our garden to 
see our students 
harvest our fresh herbs, 
salad leaves  zucchinis 
and cucumbers. 
She then headed into 
the kitchen and 
observed our students 
transform these fresh 
ingredients into the 
delicious recipes that 
you can read later on in 
this newsletter.  
 

Stephanie was highly 
impressed at the way 
that our program works 
and the opportunities it 
offers our students to learn about sustainable, healthy food choices and in 
developing cooking skills.  
 

I would like to thank our amazing Kitchen Garden team of Betty Vassiliou and Nikki 
Browne for making such a special visit happen.  



Principal’s Report—continued 

2019 Annual Implementation Plan 

At School Council this week, we approved our 2019 School Annual implementation 
plan. Our AIP is the document that sets our key directions for the school year—the 
goals we are aiming to achieve, the key improvement strategies and actions we 
will implement during 2019 and the ways that we will measure our progress 
towards these goals.  
 

This document will be shared on our school website in the next few weeks with a 
link shared with parents. In the meantime, I thought I would share a summary of 
the document so our community better understands how we are trying to make our 
great school even better. This 4 page summation can be found later in the 
newsletter. 
 

If you have any thoughts, questions or feedback on the document then we would 
welcome them at our next meeting of Education and Policy sub-committee. They 
will be meeting in the staffroom at 5pm on Monday 18th March 

 

District Swimming 

I would like to 
congratulate all of the 
students who attended 
the District swimming 
trials at Prahran Pool on 
Wednesday of this 
week.  
 

The students selected 
showed such 
commitment and hard 
work to progress from 
our school trials to 
compete at this level.  
 

I also need to thank all 
of the parents who gave 
up their time to support the running of the event and supervising the students on 
the day. Finally a huge thanks to Luke Jones for the hard work in running this great 
program that has given so many of our students a chance to shine. 
 

School Tours for 2020 enrolments  
Even though the school year has just begun, we have set dates for school tours for 
prospective parents who are interested in enrolling their children at SKiPPS in 
2020. If you know of any parents of students starting school next year, please 
encourage them to contact the office.  

Neil Scott, Principal 

 

 



Assistant Principal’s Report  

 
Pink Stumps Day   
 

On Monday 18th February the annual Pink Stumps Cricket match was held on the 
oval at lunchtime. Year 6 students had the opportunity to show off their  
fitness, sporting skills and everything else that comes with youth, against their  
rivals, the teachers! The match was played in the true spirit of sportsmanship and 
camaraderie with the students cheering on their peers and hoping that the  
teachers would lose. I am pleased to report that the final scores were Teachers 24 
and Students 23, very close indeed!  There were a few memorable moments none 
more so than our wonderful principal Neil taking a spectacular dive catch with a 
back roll  that was worthy of many repeats had it been a televised event.  Thanks 
to all who participated, it was great to kick the shoes off and feel the soft grass  
underneath my feet, even though my bowling was somewhat average.   
 

Go Teachers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assistant Principal’s Report - continued 
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 

We are looking for parents/caregivers who are interested in being a classroom 
representative in 2019. The classroom representative role is fulfilled by one or 
more parent/carers who organise social interaction of families within the  
classroom. Our aim is to build a sense of community by ensuring that our parents/
carers are adequately informed about school events and how they can participate 
or contribute. Class reps facilitate communication and connection amongst fami-
lies and children in the same class and particularly to welcome new families into 
the school.  
This is one of the many ways you can help our school community. It is our aim to 
allocate classroom representatives to all rooms and notify you as soon as  
possible in readiness for this year’s classes.  
 

What do Class Reps Do? 

 

Encourage and maintain a sense of class community through, organising social 
events and facilitating communication for the families in their class.  
In order to encourage a sense of community, class reps are asked to, at a  
minimum, organise the following: 

A social catch up at least once per term  
An End of term get together (this can be as easy as a picnic on the school 

oval). 
 

Class Reps also play an important role in helping new families settle into our 
school and to encourage them to be involved in the school community. SKIPPA 
will generally inform the class rep if a new family has joined their class.  
 

Each class should have one representative who has volunteered to do this. The 
class reps can also work in a team and cover the whole composite year level  
(i.e. four class reps may together look after all of grade 3/4). However for some 
aspects of the role, such as welcoming a new family into the school (and class) 
we think it is important that each class and teacher has a single parent contact 
point. 
 

Class Reps are also the link between teachers and parents. Teachers may 

contact the class reps to find volunteers for class activities including typing up  
student writing, displays of student work, excursions or events.   
 

Finally, Class Reps may assist with a family’s personal event or  
acknowledgements - such as a class family member being ill or passing away, a 
teacher’s wedding or a new baby etc. If the Class Rep is able to help with  
organising a card or small gift and if there is time to take a voluntary collection, 
many parents are happy to oblige. 



Assistant Principal’s Report - continued  

 
 

Class Contact Lists 

 

The Class Reps are responsible for providing all parents and guardians of  
children in their class group the relevant class contact list. 
SKIPPA will supply each Class Rep with a class contact list through which to  
contact families. The class contact lists are provided to SKiPPA by the school.   
Families who have nominated to be on the list will have updates sent throughout 
the year. Any errors to be corrected, or changes required to the class lists, need to 
be made through contact with the School office, who will in turn provide the  
updated list to SKiPPA for distribution. 
 

What can Class “Contact Lists” be used for?  
 

Confidentiality of teachers, students and parents must be maintained at all times. 
Contact lists are to be used solely for the purpose of organising social events, and 
school community or fundraising events.  Contact lists must not be used for  
advertising business / products / religion / politics or to air any grievances about 
the school. 
When messaging via email, all recipients should be “Bcc’d” this helps maintain  
privacy and also prevents the sender from dealing with reply all issues! All parents 
who have nominated to be on the list receive a class contact list and so may also 
use them to organise things like birthday parties and play-dates. 
 

How do we start? 

 

Being a class rep is supposed to be relaxed and fun and is what you make it. As a 
rep you will receive the contact list for your class to send out. You can use this as 
an opportunity to introduce yourself. It is then your decision as to what date you 
want to organise something or how you want to involve parents. SKiPPA can send 
you some good examples of previous introductory emails, tips and ideas for social 
get-togethers. 
 

There will be a morning tea (provided by the school) to support the class rep  
program in the forthcoming weeks. This will provide an opportunity for class reps 
to meet each other and share ideas.  
 

Please email stkildaparkparents@gmail.com if you have any questions or would 
like to get involved. 

 

 



Assistant Principal’s Report - continued  
 

Are We Waste Warriors? 

 

Have you ever thought about the waste in schools?  What would be the weekly 
amount of wasted paper, electricity (money), water and plastic! Let me assure you 
that whatever figure you may be contemplating… you need to double it at least!  
The issue of waste in schools is a very serious one and here’s how you can be  
involved by joining the Working Environmental Working Party.  
 

Expressions of interest are sought for interested parents/carers to work alongside 
teachers and students to support SKiPPS becoming a more sustainable school. 
The school will be registering with Sustainability Victoria – Resource Smart 
Schools Program and will complete the required modules to develop a whole-

school environmental management plan with the desired aim to be an accredited 
sustainable school.  
 

The program allows the school to have access to a community of sustainability 
experts located throughout Victoria who are equipped with the knowledge, skills 
and resources to help us get started.  It is anticipated that the working party will 
meet once a month.  
 

Please email me on bove.michelle.m@edumail.vic.gov.au if you would like to be a 
part of the solution... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Bové, Assistant Principal 













Beach Volleyball 

 

Every Wednesday, Feb 20 - Mar 20 

Grass area near Republica – 34 Jacka 
Boulevard, St Kilda 

  

FREE beach volleyball for youth ages 
12 to 18. 
 

No experience required! Vic Beach will teach you everything you need to know to 
play.  
 

Come join the City of Port Phillip Youth Services and Melbourne Beaches Volley-
ball Association - MBVA for free volleyball sessions along the iconic St Kilda fore-
shore.  
 

Come once or weekly to these sessions. All equipment will be provided. 
  

For more information, view the Facebook event: Beach Volleyball 

2-on-2 Youth  

Basketball Tournament 

 

Every Tuesday, Feb 19 - Mar 26 

34 Jacka Blvd, St Kilda VIC 3182, Aus-
tralia - next to the St Kilda Life Saving 
Club 

  

Come shoot come hoops with St. Kilda 
PCYC for our first ever Youth Basketball Tournament.  
 

The 2-on-2 Tournament is FREE to enter and open to all young people ages 12-19 
(bring your school ID). 
 

Teams will register on the day from 5:45pm - first in, best dressed! Welcome to 
country ceremony shall open and close the program. 
 

2 x $150 Footlocker Vouchers for daily winners.  
 

For more information, view the Facebook event:  
2-on-2 Youth Basketball Tournament 
 

 

  




