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Notes Home/On Compass 
 

 
 
Yr 3-6 Swimming Trials 
Yr 5/6 Lake Dewar Excursion 
Yr 6 Tennis Trials 
 

 

 

 

Jazz In The Park 

Tuesday 26th February  

From 5:30pm at SKiPPS 

Important Dates 

Fri 8th Feb Yr 5/6 Lake Dewar Excursion 

Tue 26th Feb Jazz In The Park 

Wed 13th Feb Yr’s 1 - 6 Parent Teacher Interviews 
(Further information to be provided soon) 

Thu 7th Mar School Photos 

Mon 11th Mar Labour Day Public Holiday 

Fri 15th Mar Grand Prix Curriculum Day 

Fri 22nd Mar Ride to school day 

Fri 29th Mar Yr 5/6 T-ball Gala Day 

Fri 5th Apr Athletics Day 

Fri 5th Apr Last Day Term 1 - 2:30pm finish 

Tue 23rd Apr First Day Term 2 

Fri 15th Feb Yr 5/6 Open Water Swim 
Jeremy B 12L 01/02 
Jasper McK 56J 02/02 
Jack Y  56AJ 05/02 
Chester P 34T 06/02 
Amber K 56J 06/02 
Kennedy J 56AJ 06/02 
Oliver T 12PR 07/02 
Wilf G  56AJ 07/02 
Luca F  34B 09/02 
Ethan M 56H 09/02 
Danielle B 12PR 11/02 
Ewan M 56M 11/02 
Marcelo W 56H 12/02 
Tajan G 56J 12/02 



 
Principal’s Report  
 

Welcome back to school 
I want to extend a warm welcome back to SKiPPS all of our returning families and 
also to welcome those families who have enrolled at our great school for the first 
time (including the families of our 48 new Foundation students). I have thoroughly 
enjoyed taking 
time during the 
first two days of 
term to visit all of 
our classrooms, 
chat to students 
new and old and 
find out all about 
the things that 
have happened 
over the summer.  
  

 

 

Our 376 students 
have all made a 
great start to life in 
their new class 
groupings thanks 
to the hard work of 
our teachers and 
our CAPSE (Creating A Positive School Environment) program. By taking time at 
the start of the school year to set clear routines in classrooms and build 
relationships with classmates, we lay the foundations for a productive, positive 

year of learning right 
across the school. The 
positivity and calmness 
throughout the school is a 
testament to the success 
of this approach. The new 
Foundation classes 
started their school 
journeys today and have 
settled down beautifully, 
learning the routines and 
expectations of school 
quickly and it has been 
amazing to see our older 
students show caring and 
empathy to help welcome 
the new ’Foundies’.  

 



Principal’s Report—continued 
In addition to all of our new students, we also need to welcome a number of new 
staff members to our school community.  
 

Our new Assistant Principal Michelle Bové has hit the ground running and has 
already met many of our students and parents. Michelle arrives from Moonee 
Ponds West Primary School and brings a wealth of experience and enthusiasm 
that will quickly make her an important part of our great school community.  
 

Melanie Borella joins us from Valkstone Primary School as a Leading 
Teacher and has many years of experience teaching in Australia and South 
London. 
 

We are excited to welcome Natalie Gallucci back to our school as our Italian 
teacher. Natalie has worked at our school for a number of years as a replacement 
teacher and will be a key part of our team. As well as Italian, Natalie will be 
teaching in the Foundation classrooms for ten hours each week to allow the 
students to work in very small groups during Literacy teaching time.  
 

Also returning is Allison Shanahan for two days each week in our Year 5/6 team. 
Allison previously worked at our school for a number 
of years as a class teacher before leaving to start a 
family and is well known to many of our families. 
 

Finally we also welcome Wendy Chan to the school 
as an Integration Aide. Wendy has also worked for 
many years at SKiPPS on a casual basis and we are 
thrilled to welcome her to the team properly. Wendy 
is also celebrating becoming a SKiPPS parent this 
year as her daughter Alessia is starting school in 
Foundation M.    

 
Here’s a list of our 2019 SKiPPS staff; 
        

 Principal   Neil Scott 
 Assistant Principal Michelle Bové 

 Business Manager  Nova Whitehead 

 Office Manager  Kat O'Brien 

  

 Level Foundation Matt Cook 

     Jessica Allender 
  

 Level 1/2   Sharayah Lansdown  
     Rosie Greagg   (2 days) 
     Prue Robbins   (3 days) 
     Luke Jones  

Jane Bennetts   (4 days)    

Cath Sullivan  (1 day)    



Principal’s Report —continued 
 

  Level 3/4   Ange Golden 

    Susan Bishop   (4 days) 
    Stephen Stanisic  (1 day) 
    Stephanie Coles 

    Lil Wymant 
     Tom McKenzie 

 

 Level 5/6   Joe Gardiner 
     Mel Borella 

     Chantel Jose   (2 days) 
     Jac Morphy-Smith  (3 days) 
     Allison Shanahan  (2 days) 
     Katie Gilchrist   (term 1) 
     Hayley Dicker   (terms 2-4) 
   

    
  Specialists  Lou Moore    Library & Reading Recovery 

     Chantel Jose   Visual Art Teacher    

     Stephen Stanisic   Performing Arts    

     Natalie Gallucci   Italian and Foundation  

     Rachael Bentley  Time Release and Foundation 

  

 Education Support Betty Vassiliou   Kitchen Specialist  
     Nikki Browne  Gardener 
     Jess Lengyel  Integration Aide 

     Brooke Stanley  Integration Aide 

     Seda Moss   Integration Aide 

     Eleanor Gow  Integration Aide 

     Sava Bjerring  Integration Aide 

     Wendy Chan   Integration Aide 

 

St Kilda Pride March 
Parents and children from SKIPPS will be participating in the annual Pride March 
this Sunday, February 3rd, 2019. We will march together as a community and 
would love to have as many students, teachers, parents, families past & present, 
and friends of our SKiPPS community in attendance. 
We are meeting from 10am (Entire group must be present 
by 10:30am, we are Wave E!) on the Meeting at Ian 
Johnson Oval (directly beside SKIPPS)  
 

Please spread the word and bring any friends and family 
members. To stick together we are asking everyone to wear 
something orange! 
 

If you have any questions, email Ali & Bronwyn at 
ali.wilkins1@gmail.com 



Principal’s Report—continued 

 

Jazz in the Park 
Our annual Jazz in the Park event is taking place at school from 5:30pm on 
Tuesday 26

th
 February. The evening is a major social event for our school for 

the year with live music in the 
school grounds and food and 
drink for sale for families. Jazz in 
the park has long been a great 
way for families to connect and 
catch up after the summer break. 
 

Further details will follow via 
email and connective and we 
hope to see all of our families on 
the night!   

 

A new play area 
We were delighted to receive 
news at the very end of last year 
that the school has been successful in securing a $200,000 grant from the 
Department of education under the Inclusive Schools Fund. This grant is for us to 
design and build a new sensory play area for all of our students.  

 

Whilst we are still at 
the initial design 
stage of this 
exciting project, we 
have identified the 
current sandpit and 
tan bark area near 
the BER for 
redevelopment.  

 

Our grand vision is 
to build a 
challenging 
adventure net 

structure on a new soft rubber area alongside a new, expanded sand play area. 
This work will provide our students with a whole new place to play to complement 
our current playground and further enhance our school grounds. Please watch out 
for announcements on this project in upcoming newsletters including ways you 
might be able to provide feedback on the design. 



Principal’s Report —continued 
 

Car Park safety 
As most families would know, a long-running issue at our school has been 
dangerous congestion on the access road and Parks Victoria Car park at busy 
times of the day – especially school pick-up between 3:25pm and 3:50pm. 
 

It was great to see yesterday afternoon that many families had taken the decision 
to walk to pick their children up or to park elsewhere and avoid the car park and 
access road altogether. Doing this led to our students being able to leave the 
school safely and not negotiate walking in between lines of cars waiting to turn into 
the car park or idling whilst waiting to pick up. 
 

A reminder for everyone that we have reached an agreement with Parks Victoria 
for our community members to park for free on Hockey Drive and Village Green 
Drive from 8:45am – 9:15am and on Lakeside Drive, Hockey Drive and Village 
Green Drive from 3:15pm to 3:45pm on school days. 
 

To take advantage of this arrangement you simply need to display a SKiPPS logo 
sticker on your windscreen to let parking inspectors know that you are a member 
of our community. These are available for free from our school office. 
 

We strongly encourage families to take advantage of this generous arrangement – 
there is plenty of parking available on these streets and a gentle 2 minute walk 
across the park is a far better (and quicker) option than the often fraught and 
dangerous situation taking place in the car park and narrow access road at drop off 
and pick up times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neil Scott, Principal 



Assistant Principal’s Report  
 

Hello wonderful families,  
 
I thought I’d introduce myself to you all. I am the new assistant principal and 
am absolutely thrilled to be here. My first impressions of the school were 
true to what I had been told through colleagues and friends who live in the 
area; the students, teachers and parents are all engaging, supportive and 
happy and that SKiPPS is a fabulous school to be a part of. I have worked in 
education for many years and for the last five years I was a member of the 
leadership team at Moonee Ponds West Primary, prior to this I was at 
Williamstown Primary school where my three children attended. I live in 
Williamstown, close to the beach with my husband Jeff, children Emma 24, 
Jack 22 and Tess 19 and my cat Leo, who has major attitude. I have 
specialised in Literacy for many years and in Community Partnerships and 
am currently completing a graduate diploma in Principal Preparation after 
recently completing my Masters in Leadership.  My interests include the 
races (I’m a regular at Flemington), snow skier (most weekends in term 3, I 
am at Mt. Buller) and love the beach. You will see me before and after 
school either at the front or park gate checking in to see that your child/ 
children had a good day and to wish you a pleasant evening or a great 
morning. Please feel free to pop in and say hello.  
Every day is a good day at Skipps! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Bové, Assistant Principal 








